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TO I. S. N. U. ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERS:
The Alumni of the I. S. N. U. have
honored themselves during the past year of
. which they ~y well feel proud. The
Felmley Memorial Portrait reveals the interest they have in their Alma Mater and
the appreciation they manifest for those
who render her a priceless service. The
fostering and promoting of the Federation
of Alumni Associations of the Five
Teachers' Colleges stamps them as broadminded and unselfish enough to have the
welfare of all the Normal Schools at
heart. These two achievements enable us
to realize what we may accomplish if we
join our efforts in a common cause.
We need an increased membership. How
may we secure this ? Your President
knows of no better way than for the present members to make it a point to induce

their Alumni friends to join. Whenever .
you meet a fellow Alumnus, invite him or ·
her to join with us. An invitation is all
that is necessary. They have such a warm
spot in their hearts for Normal that they
cannot refuse. A little assistance in that
way will help the.org~nization along.
And while we have uppermost in our
minds the increasing of our membership,
let us not be unmindful of the fact that we
can render a valuable service by increasing
the enrollment in the school. All of us
come in contact with worthy young men
and women who would be a credit to the
institution. Let us induce such young people to go to school at Normal. It will not
cost us anything. It will not take any of
our time. All we have to do is to seek out
such young peorsons and picture to them
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: 'tl"£•.peaut,:•.of• an education at Normal as
-~~i;~tunl~\': presents itself. At first the
worlf. is ~low. Your efforts may seem in
vai~>·:'l assure you that your President
kn°oi.,.,•; whereof he speaks along this line.
After you have induced a few young persons to go to Normal, their friends will
soon be convinced that they want to go. In
a few years these prospects will seek you
out.
We can use no more logical argument
with the Legislature for support than a
mounting attendance and this will be a mere
matter if we join our aims and efforts to
induce young men and women to go to
Normal. May we enroll you in this worthy
movement? Send the word to us that we
may.
G. F. B ALTZ, President.
I. S. N. U .. ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
REPORT OF THE TREASURER FOR
YEAR ENDING JUNE 9, 1925
Collected from dues, Alumni Dinner
Tickets and sale of Alumni Quarter lies ................................................................$840.22
Paid for 21 5 plates for Alumni Dinner,
1924 ···•···························--······························ 161.25
Paid for Salaries-Edit or and Treasurer .............................................................. 200.00
Paid for car fare for T reasurer to
Alumni Meeting ...................................... 9.25
Paid for Stationery and Supplies............ 53.70
Paid for P rinting ........................................ 363.42
Paid for S tamps and P ostage .................. 31.00
Paid for Checks returned unpaid ............ 3.00
Balance on hand June 9, 1925 ................ 18.60
......
$840.22
Audited by Elias W. Rolley, June 9, 1925.
D. H. WELLS Treasurer.
In addition to the above statement, it is
only fair to paid-up Alumni to report that if
all members were paid-up members, that we
should be better . off financially by $200.00.
The $200.00 are owed by persons who have
each received notice of subscription due, not
once, but a t least three times during the year
just closing. The delinquents mean all right
of course, but yield to the do-it-tomorrow
tendency of human beings. They do this
good, however: the Alumni Treasurer has
learned thoroughly to appreciate the promptness and kindness of those who do pay up,
many of them without any notice of subscription due whatsoever. And one man always
sends two dollars with the statement that the
other dolla r is to be spent for the good of the
Alumni Association. Your Treasurer does not
in the least object to sending two notices, but
when even the third is ignor ed, he sometimes

wonders if his signature and t itle are not
losing their force and dignity.
If some of you do not send in your money
immediately, we shall have to ask the printer
to wait for t he payment o f the printing bill for
t his number. We have not been compelled to
do this for several years, and hope we s hall
not have to do so now. What t he Alumni
Association needs is 800 or 1,000 more loyal
A lumni to do some boosting and paying.
Please r ead this number of the Quarterly carefully and you will be stirred deeply by t he
feeling and loyalty for "Old Normal"-the
same fee ling that used t o come to you frequently while you were a student-the same
feeling that came to us as we listened to Jesse
Black tell the truth about President David
F elmlcy on the day of the unveiling of his
memorial porirait. When you get the "feeling," please write to the Treasurer, immedia tely.

BY WAY OF REGRET AND APOLOGY

This issue of our Alumni Quarterly is
not complete in the mind of your editor.
We had planned to reproduce President
Felmley's Portrait, but have been unable to
secure a satisfactory photograph of it. The
association will not cease in its labors until
such a photograph is made, but we cannot
give it to you in this, the fitting number o f
our publication. The ~ommittee is so much
pleased with the portrait that we wished to
have all our Q ua rterly readers share our
pleasure. Come to Normal and see for
yourself. If you had a share in making
the portrait possible you will be most proud
and happy; if you did not avail yourself of
the opportunity to be a part of thi$ expression of appreciation fo r President Felmley's
twenty-five years of faithful and devoted
service to our Alma Mater you will immediately regret your negligence.
Our other regret is more in the shape of
an apology to Prof. Fred T . Ullrich, whose
address to the Alumni Association in their
general gathering was to appear in this
number. Your editor arrived at the platform just in time to see Prof. U llrich hand
his manuscript to a Bloomington newspaper
reporter, but the reporter promised to return the manuscript to your editor. It has
not arrived, · and the reporter cannot be
located. T he address was too valuable to
lose, full as it was, not only of reminiscences of the days whPn the Prof.
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Ullrich was in school, but also brim-full of
significant educational experience. The
newspaper report is not full enough for us
to use, so we will endeavor to secure a copy

of the entire address, and publish it for
your benefit in a future issue of the
Quarterly.
FLORENCI, SAMPLE FLEMING, Editor.

MEMORIALS AND TRIBUTES
MARTHA FLEMING, 1872

Students and teachers during the early
days of I. S. N. U. remember with pride
and pleasure, Miss Martha Fleming, who
was among the leaders in our Alma Mater
in those days. Her entire life was devoted
to teaching in the field of Speech, Reading,
Oral Reading, and Dramatic A rt. This
fact will mean much to all who knew
Normal in her beginnings and it should
mean much to later students who know
Normal history, because it is surely due to
the efforts of those pioneers who placed
such sincere stress upon the ability to read
and express what is being read that I. S.
N. U. is today among the foremost of our
mid-west colleges in the debating field. The
early organization of Philadelphia and
Wrightonia and the ideals for which they
stood have come down through the years
as a: rich heritage of these efforts. Miss
F leming undoubtedly received her inspiration for her life work from these ideals as
expressed in classroom and literary society
during her school days at I. S. N. U.
The following tribute published in the
May 19, 1925 issue of THE DAILY
MAROON of the University of Chicago
shows in what high esteem Miss Fleming
was held by the instit ution she has served
since 1901:
Miss Martha Fleming. former head of the De-•
partment of Dramatic Expression, a nd Associate
Professor in the School of Education of the
University, died recently at her home. 5445 University Avenue. Miss Fleming who was seventyfour when she died, was a pioneer in modern
methods of education and thousands of teachers
and children in Chicago and all over the state
have pra ised her ability in teaching in literature
and dramatic expression.
Miss Fleming was a graduate of the State
Normal School at Normal, Ill., and was a ssociated with Col. Parker for many years at the

Cook County Normal School in Englewood.
Later she was Associate Professor in the School
of Education of the University and was head of
the Department of Dramatic Expression in that
school for ten years. She also directed the work
in this department in the Francis W . Parker
school on the North side for a number of years.
For the last two years of her life, she had retired
from active work.
Dr. Nathaniel Butler, Assistant to the President, in speaking of her death, said, "Sh~ was an
artist teacher, great in her spirit and in her
understanding of children, and with an unfailing
sense of humor which made her work as delightful a s it was scholarly and thorough. Her influence will continue through her many published
articles and plays. The many who have had
the privilege of hearing her read poetry, who
knew her as a friend and a teacher, will always
think of her with warm enthusiasm and affection
and will carry her influence and inspiration with
them throughout their lives."

* * *

EDMUND J. JAMES, 1873

In our May issue we published a letter
from Dr. Edmund J. J ames written to
President Felmley from his home in Los
Angeles, California. At that time he spoke
of his failing health, but we little thought
that in this number o f our Alumni
Quarterly, we would find it our task to give
the news of his death to his many friends
among our Alumni, and especially to those
in t he educational work of his native state.
Dr. J ames died on June 18, 1925. Mrs.
J ames died a number of years ago. Three
children survive: Commander Anthony
James, U. S. N., stationed in the Philippines; Herman G. James, Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences of the University of Nebraska, and Mrs. George E .
Frazer of Winnetka, Illinois.
"A native of Illinois, and a product of
Illinois' institutions, Edmund Janes James,
considered among educators and economists
to be one of the outstanding personalit ies of
his age, dedicated his li fe to work for the
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state that produced him, and was ranked
as one of the most conspicuous figures of
his time in educational circles.
Three of the educational institutions of
his native state he served in positions of
great responsibility. He was, at different
times, director of university extension work
at the University of Chicago, president of
Northwestern university at Evanston and
president of the University of Illinois.
Alert, vigorous, full of initiative enterprise, endowed with rare common sense
and trained in the best schools of the world,
President James was a fine example of the
modern American university president; a
scholar, a teacher, a man of affairs in one,
able to guide a great throng of students and
to inspire them with right ideals and lead a
faculty in its work to higher levels of
scholarship and efficiency. · At the age of
fifty he had put his impress for all time
to come upon the American system of university education."
EMALINE DRYER, EARLY TEACHER

Miss Ernaline Dryer was born in West
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, some ninety
odd years ago. She graduated from Ingham University, Leroy, New York, and
taught in that institution. From 1860 to
1864, she was principal of Knoxville,
Illinois Academy. From 1864 to 1870, she
taught in the Normal School at Normal,
Illinois. She was preceptress and the only
lady teacher in the Normal · Department.
Her skill as a· teacher and her moral influence were notable. Before the formation of the Christian Associations her

influence brought many of her pupils to
Christ.
She was associated with Dwight L.
Moody in work, in the Moody Tabernacle,
Wells and Ontario Streets, Chicago, which
was dedicated November 24, 1871. At
this time she was superintendent of the
Young \Vomen's Christian Association.
In 1879, she visited England to study
Christian work. Returning she instituted
the May Bible Institute, out of which grew
the Moody Bible Institute.
At that time the Gordon Bible Institute
of Boston, l\fassachusetts, was the only one
in the count ry. There are now five in Chicago and many in the United States, the
outgrowth of Miss Dryer's work with Mr.
Moody.
It would not be right to close an account
of Miss Dryer without mentioning her firm
faith in the imminent Second Coming of
Christ. She was sure I should live to see
it, though in the past few months she had
given up the dear hope that she herself
should.
She did not see for some time past. But
although she was for many months an invalid she gave me the fee ling always of a
Moses, "whose eye was not dimmed nor his
natural force abated." Her handwriting
in 1924 could not be distinguished from
that of 1874, clear, firm and easily read.
The Memorial Service for Miss E mma
Dryer, as the Chicago friends called her,
was held at the Moody Bible Instit ute, May
3 1, 1925. She had been laid to rest in
Wheaton, Illinois, April 3, 1925.
E LLEl'i S. Eow ARDS.

COMMENCEMENT WEEK
THE FELMLEY PORTRAIT

To the Alumni Association the central
i;vent of commencement week was the
presentation of Mr. Felmley's portrait to
the university. The exercises on \Veclnesday afternoon, June 10, brought to a climax
t he largest and best undertaking of our
association smce its organization. The

portrait, a three-quarter length, life size oil
painting, clone by Henry · S. H ubbell of
l\1iami, F lorida, was presented by Judge
J esse Black of Pekin, 1llinois. Judge
Black's address was both humorous and
serious, but withal it was a sincere expression of the high esteem in which I.
S. N. U. students did and do hold President
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Felmley. Judge Black has never relaxed
his interest in I. S. N. U. and his admiration for Mr. Felmley during his student
days has ripened into a warm friendship
between the two men, which made it
especially appropriate for him to present
the portrait.
Judge Black spoke of Mr. Felmley's
greatness as a teacher, as a speaker, and as
a fisherman. All who know the president
of I. S. N. U. know his qualifications to
greatness on the first two counts, but all do
not know his fame as a fisherman. Judge
Black said it is sometimes embarrassing to
go fishing with President Felmley because
"he knows t oo much-too much about
geology, the trees, the birds and other
animals that are seen on such an expedition," but if his companion just keeps still,
all goes well, because a fishing trip is not
the classroom and the companion cannot be
"graded." Judge Black ended the first
part of his address by saying, "President
Felmley's greatest weakness is, that he does
not play enough, but there is no man in the
State of Illinois who could have been
trusted so well to guide the destinies of this
institution from the old formalism to the
present diversification of curriculums."
At this point David F elmley Meek,
grandson of President Felmley, walked
across the stage in the characteristic dignity
of young children who know they are taking
part in a solemn and important event, and
drew aside the· curtains, which up to this
time had veiled the portrait from the view
of the large audience. As one person, Mr.
Felmley's many friends rose for a moment
to pay him tribute and then sat back to
study his likeness as it appeared on the
canvass.
Judge Black closed his address by expressing the gratitude of the Alumni Association to Mr. Elias Rolley and Mr. M. R.
Staker, the two faculty Alumni, who have
been pract ically in charge of this worthy
enterprise.
In accepting the portrait in the name of
the Normal School Board, Mr. Charles
Laban Capen of the Class of 1865, brought
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t o mind some of the early history of
I. S. N. U., its first commencement exercises, the day when the boys marched off
to the Civil \'var, and other important landmarks and milestones that have been passed
and left behind, but that still help to mark
the trail of events. In his formal acceptance, Mr. Capen said, "The portrait is
priceless as a work of art. It represents
ambition, scholarship, and all the finer
qualities of life. There is no man in the
United States today to whom Normal
scnools owe as much as they do to David
Felmley. I am most happy to accept this
portrait in the name of the Normal School
Board of the State of Illinois." .
Mr. Capen's address closed the afternoon's program, but an informal reception
was held on the stage where many of the
audience gathered to talk over the importance of this event and to view the portrait
more closely.
One of the interesting items to those of
us who knew it was, that Mr. Hubbell, the
artist, had stayed over for the unveiling.
He was too modest to allow himself to be
presented to the audience, but we know that
our readers will be interested in knowing
his attitude towards the work he did for us
and ·we think that the following interview
printed in The VIDETTE of May 20 does
express the artist's sentiments in relation
to the sort of service he rendered to us.
MR. H UBBELL SAID: "I am fortunate to be
able to paint President Felmley's portrait while
he is still in active service. So many people who
have portraits painted have retired from active
service, and it is hard to express the individuality
and personal characteristics of the subject when
he is not active. In President Felmley, I find an
admirable subject, both because there is so much
to put into the portrait and because Mr. Felmley
is carrying out the wishes of his friends in the
best of good will.
"I am glad to be here near the university, as I
am particularly interested in university work. My
first work in this line was with the Carnegie
Institute of Technology of Pittsburg, Pa., and I
am now engaged in helping with the ogranization
of the University of Miami. Your university
carries out one o f my ideas in university organizations, that of having a main thoroughfare
near the center of t he institution, in which students will unconsciously be brought in contact
with works of art. Your main corridor here is
filled with a very fine collection of paintings and
works of sculptors which will aid in overcoming
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through knowing their history, their literamuch of that which Prof. Goldwyn Smith characterized as the 'almost infinite capacity of the · ture, their culture." It is sympathetic
human brain for r esisting the introduction of
understanding that is needed today, and
knowledge.' "
The portrait is hung in the Main Office,
and we trust no graduate or former student will visit the university without giving
it its due attention. To the committee who
watched it grow into its present satisfactory
likeness of President F elmley, it is a great
pleasure; to those of the 90's, it must surely
recall the ideal we had of the very busy,
intellectual, sincere, direct man who taught
us mathematics; to sfudents at Nor~al
since Mr. Felmley has been president, and
to all who have kept in touch with his
~o~k duri_ng these last twenty-five years,
1t 1s President Felmley at his desk, ever
busy, ever studying as the book in his hand
indicates, but always ready to look up and
greet us as we enter his office.
THE GRADUATING EXERCISES

This year's class was the largest in the
history of I. S . N. U ., 478 graduates in all.
Of this number, 78 received their bachelor
of education degrees.
Professor Edward A. Steiner of Grinnell
College, Grinnell, Iowa, gave the commencement address, his subject being, "The
Making of a Great Race." Prof. Steiner
spoke most earnestly of the civilizations of
the world as they have come and gone and
then dealt more specifically with our own
western civilization as it is expressed in
America today and as it may be expressed
in the America of tomorrow. He plead for
real happiness, not just the comfort that
comes froin material possessions; he urged
the rig ht interpretation of the liberty
vouchsafed us by our constitution, not
merely the license to do as we please ; he
asked that we undertake to understand the
problems of the modern world by acquainting ourselves with them through the best
avenues open to us and thus be able to
say, as he said, "I am not a negro, I am
not a Chinaman, I am not a Norseman, I am
not an East Indian, but I can understand
their ideals and their longings, because I
have put myself in sympathy with them

Prof. Steiner said that through the gift of
brotherhood immortality could be secured
for our western civilization.
THE ALUMNI BANQUET

As usual the Alumni Banquet immediately followed the graduating exercises, and
as usual we who attended, had a fine time.
As soon as the luncheon was over our
alumni president, Mr. G. F . Baltz, took
charge of the meeting and called upon
Andrew H. Melville of the Class of 1895.
Mr. Melville is no longer in t he teaching
profession, but he claims that the publishing business is closely allied with education,
and it seems that we cannot deny his statement, even though some of us feel that too
often the publisher has the better of the
bargain because he keeps educating people
all through their lives, while the school in
its active interest needs must withdraw
when maturity is reached, at least in most
cases. Mr. Melville said when he visited
Normal last February, he looked for the
old spirit, the spirit of Hovey, Edwards,
Hewett, Cook, and Thompkins, ( whom he
did not know). H e found it all and more
in the spirit as Mr. Felmley has carried it
on and amplified it-character building as
the goal and aim of education.
I t also fell to Mr. Melville's lot to welcome the 1925 class into active membership in the Alumni Association. This he
did with sincerity and goocl will. Otto C.
Taubeneck responded in the name of both
the diploma and the degree graduates,
pledging loyalty to I. S. N. U. a nd her
teachings.
These talks were followed by the roll call
of classes. When 1885 was called, a request came for a few remarks from Mrs.
Agnes Elliot Johnson, who is in the United
States on a leave of absence from Schowfu,
China, where her husband, Dr. Johnson, has
charge of a medical dispensary, and where
she is director of a school for Chinese girls.
Mrs. Johnson told a number of interesting
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experiences she has had during her thirtysix years in China. She told us not to be
too· upset over the present situation there.
It had to come as a result of our own
teaching and it would right itself in time.
She and Dr. Johnson expect to return to
their work in the orient next October.
Mr. Baltz in his report as president, retracted his statement of last year that a
president two hundred miles away could
not press a button and have things happen
at Normal. He found he could do just
that by making his connection with his
vice-president, Mr. Staker, and his secretary, Mr. Rolley, and he spoke in justifiably
appreciative terms of the splendid work of
these two officers, especially in the carrying out of the plans for Mr. Felmley's
portrait. He t old of the Federation of
Kormal School Alumni Associations, which
was organized in Springfield last winter,
and asked that we aid its work by becoming
acquainted with graduates of our other state
normal schools, it being the purpose of this
federation to work toget her for these teachers' colleges of Illinois.
The Treasurer's report, as you have
already seen on one of the front pages,
showed a balance of $18.60. Think it over.
Get into an active Membership Campaign!
The Quarterly editor again begged for
news. Mr. Rolley announced 192.'i Homecoming on October 30th and 31st, and invited every one to return and bring many
friends. T he nominating committee reported and by a unanimous vote, l\1r. M. R.
Staker and Mr. David H . \ii/ells were reelected to the offices of vice-president and
treasurer, respectively. The special committee appointed a year ago to inquire into
the advisability o f securing an alumni
building at Normal reported that they were
still considering and asked that the committee be continued.
Mr. Baltz called for volunteers who had
suggestions to make to the A lumni Association. Mrs. Helen Putnam Beggs of
1900, complimented the association on the
accomplishment of the Felmley portrait,
and asked what we were to do next. She
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thinks we should ever have an enterprise
in hand. She deplored the idea of only 800
Alumni Association members out of a list
of 4,000 graduates. She urged active interest of those p resent in a membership
campaign and spoke in favor of our personal and organization backing fo r the
legislative needs of the teachers' colleges.
M iss E llen Edwards, 1873, suggested that
class reunion groups be made, so that
consecutive years would hold their reunions
the same year, thus enabling more friends
who were in school at the same time to
renew their acquaintances. President Fehnley replied to this by saying that the idea
was an excellent one, but that it had been
thought best to continue the five year plan
at least for the present. There is nothing
to prevent those living near Normal from
coming more often than the regular ten
year intervals provide. .Mrs. Lillian Dooley
Etherton, a degree graduate of this year,
asked the active support of the alumni in
raising the general standard of the students
in the university in our personal contact
with them, helping them to reali ze that th<:
teaching profession is such an important
one that those who engage in it must be
guided by the highest ideals of life.
President Felmley was invited to talk to
us. He stated that the legislature has seen
fit to make the additional $20,000 appropriation for the complet ion of the new gymnasium and has also increased the salary
budget $31,000, but this latter appropriation is not proportionate to t he increase in
the number of students at Normal. He
said the next building need is a science hall.
He spoke of t he next Alumni Register,
which will be issued in 1927, and asked
prompt response to requests for information. In mentioning the portrait, Mr.
Felmley said he had listened for the past
two days to all the laudatory remarks that
had been made about him-some of them he
thought he might deserve, some he thought
rather wide of the mark. But he assured
us that he appreciated what we had done,
even if he does know himself better than
we know him, and he told us that he knew
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we "meant well, even if we · missed the
· exact truth in some instances." In spite of
these last remarks from our honored
friend and teacher, a man stands to the

world by what the world sees of his work.
President Felmley's work in the world is
good, and we who know his work are satisfied.

THE UNIVERSITY FOR THE QUARTER
the men, and all show by their att itude that
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SPEAKERS
Mr. Sherwood Eddy, lecturer, traveler, they are taking their work seriously.
philosopher, minister, and author, was at
PROMINENT POSITIONS FOR 1925-26
I. S. N. U. for two days the latter part of
The Y. W. president for 1925-26 is
April. Mr. Eddy talked to the entire student body at general assembly periods and Elizabeth Lydick; the W. A. A. president
held personal conferences during the day. is Rosa Stimpert.
The result of the general school election
He also addressed a regular meeting of the
Y. W. His visit to Normal was very help- was as follows: Vidette Editor, Donald
ful and inspiring as he brought the every Bohyer of Bloomington; Editor of Index,
day experiences of life into his talks and Nora Brenneman of Minier; members of
by asking many fundamental questions, lecture board, Roy McCollom of Hettick,
caused many of the students to really give Homer Hurst of Marshall, Robert Bishop
some thought to their own motives and of Bowling Green, Mo., Ernestine Huffington of Normal; members of the oratorial
actions.
Dean Voight of Ohio University was board, Claude Griffiths of Roodhouse, Nels
another speaker whose presence at I. S. N. Nordstrom of Tiskilwa, Mary Cornelia
U. is always looked forward to with pleas- Smith of Weston; members of apportionure, and whose departure never fails to ment board, James Logsdon of Mt. Sterlleave behind worthwhile ideals. Her sub- ing, Ralph Kober of Butler; members of
ject at the Y. vV. meeting was, "Life's social conference committee, Bertha Gilman
Levels." She divides life into four di- of Dana, Faye Graff of Minier, Violet
visions: work, play, love, and religion. Hurst of Marshall.
Reading the report in THE VIDETTE
To each of these she gives three levels and
leaves the girls to think out for themselve~ that only 460 students voted, we cannot but
wonder what the interest of the remainder
the level on which they live.
Charles W. Whitten, 1900, was a Normal of the students will be in their duties as
visitor this spring and while here he talked voting citizens when they get out into the
teaching profession.
to the students at General Assembly.
The four women members of the Illinois
VARSITY CLUB STUNT SHOW
Legislature were General Assembly guests
Lowell Mason Club won the Varsity Club
one day in May, and each of them gave a
short talk on their experiences as legisla- Stunt Show prize this year. Other comtors. Mrs. Rena Elrod and Mrs. J. Paul petitors were the Kindergarten Club, U.
Goode come from Chicago. Mrs. Lottie High Seniors, the men of the physical eduHolman O'Neil lives at Downers Grove. cation department, and W. A. A.
These three are members of the lower
ILLINOIS COLLEGE PRESS
house. Mrs. Florence Fifer Bohrer is the
ASSOCIATION
first woman senator in our state, and she
The Illinois College _Press • Association
lives in Bloomington. They all report hard
work, fair and courteous treatment from held its third annual convention at Augus-
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tana College, Rock Island, on May 9. Sixty League is composed ·at present of nine of
editors and managers, representing twenty the largest colleges belonging to the Little
schools, were present. Each year the asso- Nineteen Athletic Conference: Augustana,
ciation awards two prizes, one to the best Bradley, E ureka, Illinois College, Lombard,
Class A paper (five columns of eight page$ Monmouth, Normal, Northwestern Color more) and one to the best Class B paper lege, and Illinois \-Vesleyan. Normal won
( four columns of four pages or less). third place in the debates which were held
This year James Millikin University of under the auspices of the Illinois InterDecatur won first place in Class A ; Knox collegiate Debating League. This speaks
College won second place, and Bradley, very well for I. S. N . U. N ormal is the
third. In Class B, Eureka won first; only teachers' college in the League, and
Shurtleff, second; Greenville, third. This colleges of liberal arts keep a larger perdecision must have caused a change of centage of their students for four years
policy in THE VIDETTE, because we than do teachers' colleges and so usually
notice that it now is printed with five col- make much better records in intercollegiate
umns and since it has for many years con- speaking contests than do teachers' coltained eight pages or more, it is probably leges.
now eligible to the Class A division. Here's
There are eleven . young men who on
hoping I. S. N . U. wins first honors next more than one occasion have brought glory
year!
to the Normal U niversity this year by the
The president of the Press Association good work they have done in intercollegiate
for next year is Marvin Owen of the debates. The colleges of the nation are
Southern Illinois State Teachers' College · rapidly increasing the stress which they are
at Carbondale.
placing upon intercollegiate debating, so it
takes very good teams at present to win inI. S. N. U. DEBATING SEASON
tercollegiate debates. T he following men
The I. S. N. U . debating season closed have done much within the last few weeks
last Friday. The University has placed to bring honor to I. S. N . U.: Robert
more stress upon debating this season than Bishop, Edward Curry, Clyde Dewalt, Fred
ever before. The young people who Graff, Claude Griffiths, Tony Hostetler,
participated in the debates were among the Desmond Logsdon, J. Elmer Pentecost,
ablest who have ever represented the James Schroeder, Otto Taubeneck and
Normal U niversity in speaking contests.
Douglas Traughber.
For the first t ime in the history of the inMr. Harper and Mr. Lancaster have
stitution, the University has maintained spent many hours during the past few
girls' debating teams.
Eleven young months working with Mr. Sorrenson to
women have participated in intercollegiate develop superior debating teams. Mr. Sordebates this year. They are Elsie Brenne- renson has had to give a large part of his
man, Nora Brenneman, Theresa Hatten- time to the management of the Illinois State
hauer, Imogene Ingram, Joan Johnson, High School Debating League, so much
Bernice ·Kampmeyer, Meri.,im Nelson, credit is due Mr. Harper and Mr. LancasMerietta Moulton, L ois Watt and Lola ter for the excellent intercollegiate debating
Yerkes. The girls worked very diligently which has been done during the past season
and are entitled to a good deal of praise for by the teams of the Illinoi s State Normal
the commendable manner in which they University.
represented the Normal University this
The in formation obtainable indicates that
year.
the Normal University has more young
Normal is one of the charter members of people for participation in intercollegiate
the Illinois Intercollegiate Debating League debates this year than any other college
which was organized last spring. The in Illinoi s.-The Vidette.
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LOWERS HURDLE RECORD

SUMMER SCHOOL

Claire McCreight of I. S. N. U.'s track
team, lowered the two-twenty low hurdle
record by one second in the spring track
meet. The new record stands 24.9 and was
won against forty entries.

The enrollment for the first summer term
was 2,840, the largest number of students
ever enrolled at I. S. N. U. The capacity
of all university buildings and the Normal
Community High School was stretched to
the utmost to care for this number. Second
summer term had a larger enrollment than
ever before also.
The Alumni Associ~tion sponsored an
evening's entertainment during the first
summer term. Five one act plays were
given and the evening proved a most pleasant one. The proceeds were placed in the
Felmley Portrait Fund.

WE CAN BEAT WESLEYAN

We can beat Wesleyan, because we did
it this spring in baseball with a score of
4-2. THE VIDETTE says, "The pangs
of defeat in football and basketball at the
hands of Wesleyan have all been forgotten.
Everybody is happy."

THE FACULTY
PH. D's. AT CLARK UNIVERSITY
robe to Dr. Ridgley are: Fred Kenneth
D. C. Ridgley, former teacher of geog- Branam, B. E., I. S. N . U., (1915) S. M.,
raphy at I. S. N. U., received his Ph. D. Chicago, Ph. D., Clark ( 1923), Head of
degree at Clark University, Worcester, Geography Department, Chicago Normal
Mass., this June. Dr. Ridgley has been . College; Mendel E. Branon, B. E., I. S.
connected with the geography department N. U., ( 1913) , S. M., Chicago, Head of
at Clark University for the past few years, Geography Department, Harris Teachers'
.while he has been working for his doctor's College, St. Louis; Earl W. Bowyer, B. E .,
degree. He has been selected as the direc- I. S. N. U., ( 1913), State Representative,
tor of geography for the S. S. University, McKnight & McKnight, Geography Puba boat chartered by New York University lishers, Columbus, Ohio; Earl Clark Case,
for a trip around the world. Four hundred B. E., I. S. N . U., ( 1913), Ph. D., Chicago,
fifty college men will make up the student (1925 ), Assistant Professor of Geography,
body. College credit will be given for the University of Cincinnati; Harry Owen
year's work in geography, history, lang- Lathrop, B. E., I. S. N. U., ( 1914, S. M.,
uage, and international relations. Miss Chicago, Head of Geography Department,
Winifred Ridgley will accompany her State Normal School, Whitewater, Wis.;
father as his secretary.
Roy Schofield, B. E., I. S. N . U., ( 1919),
R. G. Buzzard has returned to I. S. N. U. S. M., Chicago, Head Geography Departto resume his duties as head of the geog- ment, State Teachers' College, Bemidji,
raphy department after a year's leave of Minn.; George Henry Primmer, B. E.,
absence, which he spent at Clark University, I. S. N . U., ( 1921), S. M., Chicago, Head
receiving his doctor's degree in June. He Geography Department, State Teachers'
doesn't say so, but we feel that he and Mr. College, Duluth, Minn. ; Bert Hudgins, B.
H. H. Russell were probably responsible E., I. S. N. U., (1915), S. M., Chicago,
for a beautiful surprise gift for Dr. Head Geography and Geology, College of
Ridgley, when twenty-three of his former the City of Detroit; Mabel Claire Stark,
students in geography in I. S. N . U. pre- Diploma, I. S. N. U ., ( 1906), S. B., S. M.,
sented him with his doctor's robe. Those Chicago, Instructor in Geography, Oakwho had the pleasure of presenting the land, Calif.; Eulalia Tortat, B. E., I. S. N .
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U., ( 1918), Instructor in Geography,
Bloomington High School; Florence Wynd,
B. E., I. S. N. U., (1921), Instructor in
Geography, Clinton High School; Lee
Owen Yoder, B. E., I. S. N. U., (19 15),
Instructor in Geography, U niversity of
Illinois; George W hite, B. E., I. S. N. U .,
(1916), A. M., Chicago, Instructor in
Geography, Lindblom Technical High
School, Chicago; J oseph Nelson Smith, B.
E., I. S. N. U., ( 1912), A. M., Chicago,
Instructor in Geography, Tuley H igh
School, Chicago; Henry Harrison Russell,
B. S., I. S. N. U., (1920), A. M., Clark
University, (1924), Senior Fellowship in
Geography, Clark University; Worchester,
Mass.; Harley P. Milstead, B. E., I. S.
N. U., ( 1923), Instructor in Geography,
Moline High School; Leonidus Harr, B.
E., I. S. N . U., ( 19 17) , Representative
McKnight & McKnight, Springfield, Illinois; Frank Oral Grounds, Diploma, I. S.
N. U., (1921), A. B., Indiana State
Normal, (1925), Instructor in Geography,
Indiana State Normal, Terre Haute, Indiana; Alice Jane Sperry, B. E., I. S. N. U.,
(1923), Head of Geography Department,
State Normal School, Slippery Rock, Pa.;
Frederick Carr Carlson, B. E., I. S. N. U.,
( 1922), Prof. of Geography, Northern
Illinois State Teachers' College, DeKalb,
Ill.; Mabel Percie Crompton, B. E., I. S.
N. U ., ( 1922), S. M., Chicago, Instructor
in Geography, I. S. N. U.; Guy Ashton
Buzzard, B. E., I. S. N. U., (1918), S. M.,
Chicago, Acting head of Geography Department, I. S. N. U. in 1924-25; Robert Guy
Buzzard, B. E., I. S. N. U., ( 1914), S. B.,
S. M., Chicago, Ph. D., Clark University,
( 1925), Head Geography Department I. S.
N. U.
All of these former students in the geography department at I. S. N. U. when Dr.
Ridgley was its head received their inspiration for their life work in his classroom and
through his influence. The presentation to
him of his doctor's robe expressed in a
slight measure their apprec1at1on and
gratitude of the encouragement and support
he has always given them in their work.

FELL HALL DEANS

Miss Martha Hunt of Indianapolis,
Indiana, who has been in Normal · for several summers, is again Dean of Fell Hall
and is also teaching some of the summer
school classes.
Miss Bernita Dreitzler, Dean of Fell
Hall for the past few years, has gone on a
year's leave of ·absence and will enter
Columbia University in the fall for a year
of study of English Literature. She will
receive her degree from that institution
next June.
FACULTY VACATIONS

Prof. G. M. Palmer was granted a leave
of absence from the summer terms' teaching so he might lecture for the International
Chautauqua Company. Prof. Palmer is a
very interesting and popular lecturer. He
has traveled extensively, which adds to the
scope of his lectures. His itinerary will
take him itno a number of states, including
South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois,
Indiana, and Ohio.
Prof. M. J. Holmes spent much of the
first summer term on his farm in southern
Missouri. He returned to take charge of
his classes during the second summer term.
Prof. R. W. Pringle is at the University
of Pennsylvania, where he is conducting
classes in the Educational Department.
Prof. C. E. Horton of the physical education department joined his wife and son
in Madison, Wisconsin, at the close of the
first summer term. They have gone to
Spokane, Washington, to spend the rest of
the summer vacation at the home of Mr.
Horton's parents.
Prof. and Mrs. A. C. Newell have gone
to Denver and Estes Park again. They
have spent several most pleasant summers
in this region.
We wish we might tell you where all the
rest of the faculty are "vacationing," but
these are all we have news about.
NEW ATHLETIC COACH

Don Karnes, University of Illinois
basketball player, came to I. S. N. U. in·
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time to be present at the Varsity Cl~b baseball banquet, which was held early in June.
Prof. Karnes will have charge of the coaching of the football, basketball, and track
teams, besides doing some teaching in the
physical education department of · which
Prof. Horton will remain the head.
FACULTY ENTERTAINMENT

The Faculty Women's Club assisted by
a number of the faculty men, presented a
most enjoyable concert on April 24. They

called it, "Old Time Tunes and Rhymes,"
and they presented it for the benefit of the
club's student aid fund. The fourteen
numbers were divided into readings, dancing, solos, duets, trios, and quartets, and to
give a little spice to the affair, Mr. Westoff
led the audience in a few rounds of singing.
"Old time costumes" added to the reality of
the "old time tunes and rhymes," and the
performers' ability and charm made the evening a most successful one. \Ive trust the
club added many dollars to their fund!

THE ALUMNI
1870

Miss Adelaide Rutherford of Girard,
Illinois, was until the last few years a very
familiar figure at Normal during the commencement festivities. With her short
curly hair and alert face she went from
class to class and then to general assembly
with as much interest as though she were
one of the present day .students. Last year
and this year she was not able to be with us
and she has written about it as follows: "I
fully expected to be able to attend the
Normal commencement exercises this year,
but again circumstances wholly beyond my
control prevent my being able to do so.
Hope the rest of you will all have the very
best time you ever had. I regret very much
that I cannot come. The Quarterly is my
only letter now from home, so I do not
wish to miss a copy of it. It hardly seems
possible, but it is fifty-five years this June
since I graduated at Normal. That 1860
Normal first class! I knew them all and
now they are all dead.! And I believe there
is but one alive of the Class of 1861. Our
Class of 1870 had thirty-two, perhaps one
half of them are alive. Remember me to
all who inquire for me."
1873

Mrs. Lide Brown McMurry, so dear to so
many I. S. N . U. students and alumni of
so many different years, has sent us a short

tale of the European trip she enjoyed in
1923. The date of the letter which enclosed the story is May 25, 1925, and she
says:
"I returned from Europe over a year ago, poor

in purse, but rich in experiences, for on every
day of the whole six months, I was learning
something that it was a joy to know, objects
about which I had heard all my life were becoming real, for example, I felt that' the leaning
tower of Pisa might choose to collapse the moment that it was sheltering me.
"I was very fortunate in having as a traveling

companion, Miss Mary Ross Potter. Indeed, I
should not have gone at all had it not been for
her earnest invitation and her assurance that I

was not too old to make my maiden trip. As she
had been in Europe several times, she knew what
I should see, .and also knew how to r each the
various places. She also taught me how to pronounce the foreign names. My grand good time
was largely due to her.
"What did I enjoy most? First of all I liked
the people, the kindly, helpful English. French,
and Italian people. They often seemed glad that
I was ignor~nt, so that they could enlighten me.
I do not speak French or Italian. but by use of
a sign language, I was often able to make my
wants known. T he Italians csp:cially arc very
apt at interpreting, and then, too there arc English
people, who understand French and Italian everywhere and they are ready to help out.
"After the people, the picture galleries gave me
the most pleasure. I shall never forget the morning when I first saw Raphael's 'Madonna of the
Chair'-the real picture that he painted. Tha t
was the first of the g reat pictures that I saw.
It was in the Pitti Palace in Florence. After
that there were thrills galore. 'We were in Florence nine weeks, so we had opportunities to go
to the art galleries over and over again, the Pitti,
the Uffizi, and the Bargello, and to many smaller
art collections, and to the churches where there
were some fine frescoes and other paintings.
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"I am no artist and knew little about painters
and sculptors, but after my first introduction to
great pictures and pieces of statuary, I developed
a thirst to know more about their makers.
There is a library in Florence, where there are
many books about artists, printed in Eng lish.
We procured tickets to this library and every
spare minute I read about the men who expressed
their ideas in these beautiful ways. I read
'Mornings with Masters of Art,' by ilf. ;H_
Powers, 'The Makers of Florence,' by Mrs.
Oliphant, 'Leonardo,' by Jean Paul Richter, and
seven other books. These helped to a better understanding and more intelligent appreciation of
the works of art. I shall not have time to tell
you of other picture galleries that delighted me'The Academy of Fine Arts' in Venice, 'The
Louvre' in Paris, with no end of treasures,
'The National Gallery,' 'The Tate Gallery,' and
'The Wallace collection' in London.
The most bcautift1l city we saw was Paris. It
seems as if no city in the world could vie with
it, but, as I have traveled but little, I could not
affirm that. To me the most i11 teresti,zg city is
Florence, situated in the foothills ·of the Apennines,
with smaller cities. (Fiesole the most interesting)
set on the hills about it, and the Arno River
dividing it. Over this river are ·several bridges.
The oldest and most unique is the Ponte Vecchio.
There are jewelry shops all along both sides of
this bridge and over the shops is a corridor connecting the Pitti and Uffizi picture galleries. It
rained very hard the first night that we were at
Florence. Our pension was by the river. I
could hear the water rushing by and wondered
if we were to be swept off by a river after crossing the ocean, but in the '!'Orning, I found that
the city officials had provided against such a
catastrophe.
·
"The Florence that exiled Dante reverances
him now. In the Bargello we saw the only portrait of Dante painted during his life time. It is
in a fresco, painted by Giotto. His picture is one
in a group. For many years the fresco was covered with whitewash. When it was removed the
picture was injured, but we could see the features
· well. We visited the beautiful Hall of Dante,
where lectures arc given to large groups of people.
In the Monastery of San Marco in Florence, we
saw Savonarola's cell and in the Piazza della
Signoria, the business center of Florence, there
is a bronze slab marking the place where Savonarola was burned. Before I went to Italy I had
begun reading 'Romola' several times, but it did
not interest me (I feel that you are shocked, Miss
Colby), but as soon as I returned home I bought
a copy and read it with delight, for I had a real
setting for the story. Last winter, a friend invited me to see 'Romola' on the screen. I did not
like it because the story that I had ccime to admire had been tampered with. I have only begun to tell you w!ty Florence is so interesting.
Do go and see for yourself, but if you go in the
winter, you may have chilblains in your hands as
I did, for the houses are not well heated. We
found it often more comfortable out of doors,
than in the house, but we loved Florence, though
it did chill us a little."
Mrs. McMurry sent us another letter on May
28th. In this slie gives us news of several alumni.
She says, "I have been spending the day with

Ethel Rosenberry in New York. She has a year's
leave of absence from the Phoenix, Arizona,
High School, where she is Dean of Girls. She
took her B. S. degree from Columbia University
lasi February and in August will receive her M.
A. Out in Arizona she has established a Girls'
League which has been very influential in the
school. They also have a camp in the desert, in
the foothills, where the girls and some of the
teachers frequently spend their week-ends. The
Phoenix High School-numbers about 2,000 and
is housed in seven buildings. Ethel was graduated from I. S. N. U. in 1907. Her brother Earl,
was graduated in 1909. He is registrar and superintendent of industrial arts in the Hollenbeck
High School in Los Angeles. He is principal of
the summer school there this summer. He took
',is M. A. degree last year at the University of
Southern California. His home is at Wilmer, a
suburb of Los Angeles. He is a member of Phi
Delta Kappa fraternity. Sara Pepple, of the
Class of 1907. is acting head of the music depart1ent in the Long Beach High School. I should
have added that Ethel Rosenberry lives in Phoenix
with her mother, Mrs. Flora Lewis Rosenberry,
Class of 1882. Last April,_ Mrs. Rosenberry motored to Los Angeles, whe_re she is spending the
summer with her son and other relatives."

Mrs. McMurray said this was all the I.
S. N. U. news she learned that day, but
wasn't it fine that she passed it on to us?
Won't more of our readers do what Mrs.
McMurry has done? Personal news of old
friends is what such a publication as ours
needs most.Friends of Mrs. Amelia Kellogg Bryant
will learn with regret that Mr. Bryant has
been very ill for the past several months.
He is at home again after many weeks in
the hospital, but is still far from well. Mrs.
Bryant is one of our valued correspondents,
always responding to requests for news and
frequently sending us volunteer information
about Chicago alumni.
1875

A letter from W. S. Mills to Mr. Wells,
gives some information about his future
plans. He says, "If all is well, I plan to
see Normal in June, 1926. It will be fifty
years since I left there to teach five years in
Joliet, my boyhood home, then to New
York City in 1880, and here (Brooklyn) in
1881, where I have been for forty years. I
should be glad to hear from you. I was in
the class of 1875 at Normal, now so different a town." We wish we might reproduce
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Mr. Mills' letter for you. His wntmg is
beautiful, just like the reproductions of old
letters in bool<s of history or biography.
Really the editor of your Quarterly gets
many thrills from the letters that come to
her one way or another and Mr. Mills'
writing is one of them. His address is 352
Clifton Place, Brooklyn, N . Y. He was
retired in 1921 on the age limit of 70 years.
Since that time he has been enjoying himself on the fruits of his many years of
service.
188S

T. B. McMurray of the Class of 1885
was one of the commencement visitors this
June. He lives in Divernon, Illinois. After
graduating from I. S. N. U., he taught in
the schools of Illinois for twelve years. He
was married to Miss Frances Esther Haire
on August 3, 1892. Since that date they
have lived on a· farm two miles east of
Divernon, lllinois. Two children were
born to them, Fannie Marie on J anuary 15,
1897, and Hayward Thomas on February
19, 1901. Both children graduated from
the common school and from the high
school of Divernon and then from the University of lllinois. Both are alive and well
at this date. H ayward lives at home with
his parents, where he has charge of the
business. Marie was married to Leo L.
Burch of Perrysburg, Ohio, on June 23,
1920. Mr. Burch is an auditor by profession and is employed in T oledo, Ohio.
Mr. and Mrs. Burch have one little son,
David William.
Mr. McMurray has always had a hobby
-"The Fundamental." }le believes in the
"Why" of everything which draws his attention. Ever since he stopped teaching,
he has watched with the deepest regret the
gradual neglect of O ral Reading. At last
his feeiings on this subject became so strong
that in the year 1923 he wrote and published
a booklet, "Shall O ral Reading Fail?",
which he feels will meet with favorable
recognition in time, although it may be long
after he has passed away.
l\Ir. McMurray's booklet contains forty-

two pages. Its price is 60c. He himself
is the distributor. A prmted folder contains letters from two county superintendents in which they recommend it most
highly. One of them says, "If it could not
only reach, but be mastered by every
teacher of reading, it would be a revolution
for betterment of that important subject."
1894

Dr. John A. Keith, an I. S. N. U.
alumnus of 1894 and the head of our training school during 1906-07, made the commencement address for the students of the
Normal School of West Liberty, West
Virginia. Dr. Keith is now president of
the Indiana State Normal School, Indiana,
Pennsylvania. He is a speaker of. national
prominence and he has exceptional ability.
We are happy to be able to claim Dr. Keith
as an alumnus of our I. S. N . U .-The
Vidette.
1900

Henry F. S tout spent the day recently
visiting I. S. N . U . and renewing old acquaintances among the faculty. Mr. Stout
is now president of an agricultural college
in Mississippi. Mrs. Stout, formerly Miss
Mary Wells, also of the Class of 1900, is
a teacher in the same college.
1909

Sad news reached us a few days ago in
a note from P resident Felmley, in which
he said, "About sixteen years ago, Mr.
Daniel Hannon, a tall young Irishman, was
graduated from this institution. He married Annie Merrill J ones, one of our
students of that clay. Hannon became
principal of the Longfellow School in Oak
Park, later attended the University of Chicago, and has been prominent in the schools
of Cook County. Their 0;1ly son, Terrence,
was drowned in Green Bay. His body
was found l\Ionday, July 6, and is to be
buried today, July 9, at :\Iaywoocl. This
will be of interest to some of our alumni,
for both l\Ir. and i\Irs. Hannon were great
favorites with our students."
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Manila, P. I., June 14, 1925.
Mr. David Felmley,
Normal, Jllinois.
My Dear Mr. Felmley:
The Alumni Quarterly for May has just
been received and it again reminds me that I have
not written to you for more than a year. The
good tributes to you which it contains, make me
want to write to you and tell you that I am glad
to see you coming into so much that you have
earned in I. S. N. U.
We are on the move again-this time to Manila,
where I shall be in the General Office of the
Bureau of Education. I have · been made chief
of the Industrial Division and shall take over my
new work when I arrive there tomorrow.

MrS.

Blue goes back to her old position as principal
of the training school of the Philippine Normal
School. She did not return to Negros after the
vacation in Baguio, but I had to go back for our
furniture and to turn over the work to the man
who succeeds me. I just got away from there
last night.
·
My new job in Manila is considered a promotion and so far as work is concerned there is no
doubt of it. In addition to being chief of the
Industrial Division, I have another man's work
who has gone to the States on leave. It consists
of being in charge of all farm school, agricultural
club and school garden work in the Philippine
Public Schools. It means a good deal of time
spent in the field on inspection trips, and that is
not so pleasant , as it takes me a way from home
so much. \¥hen the report of the Monroe Survey
Commission is given out it may mean that the
responsibility of reorganizing the industrial work
to make it conform to their recommendations may
fall upon me.
The Philippine Legislature appropriated $ 100,000 for a survey of the Philippine school system
and Dr. Paul Monroe, with eight or nine assist·
ants was engaged to do the work. They left
about a month ago, but their r eport is being held
up until the Legislature meets in July. We are
all anxiously awaiting the report, as it will surely
offer suggestions for the correction of defects
which ar e all too apparent, but which no one has
been able to correct.
I note that you are having a hard time to keep
your Teachers' Colleges, but I hope they do not
drop them for lack of funds. I have not given up
hopes of some day returning to I. S. N. U. for
my degree, and in order to make it possible to
secure it in a year, I am taking some correspondence courses with U niversity of Chicago.
My wife is a graduate of Kent Ohio State
T eachers' College, and of course she thinks that
is the best school in the country and she would
like to sec me go back there for that degree, but
I prefer Normal, if there is a possibility of my
getting the work there.
You have heard, of course. that Miss Teegarten
is no longer with us out here. I have heard from
other peQJ>le that she is teaching in Missouri, but
I have not heard from her. George R. S tewart
is a supervising teacher in Malabalay, Bukidnon
in Mindanao. I have lost track of the others.
but if you ever wish to know about them and
will send me their names, I shall be glad to look

them up. I shall have a good opportunity while
in Manila.
I know that you are a busy man, Mr. Felmley,
and that you have many students who are closer
to you in the matter of time away from Normal
than I, but if you ever can write to me, I shall
be very greatly pleased to hear from you. A
letter sent to the Bureau of Education, Manila
will reach me.
Very sincerely,
CHARLES A. BLUE,
1917

Announcement has been received of the
marriage of Fred Woodward Walker, on
Saturday, June 20th, to Miss Dorothy
Pierce of Pasadena, California. We trust
this will not interfere with Mr. \,Valker's
splendid letters to The Vidette and to
friends at Normal. 'Ne always enjoy
quoting from these letters and we wish him
and Mrs. Walker much happiness.
1920

A letter from Gertrude M. Rosell contains enjoyable news for her friends. She
wrote to Mr. Wells that she had almost
forgotten to send her alumni dues, because
she was so busy planning a trip to Sweden
for this summer. She expected to attend
her class reunion this year, but was already
on the Atlantic on commencement day.
1921

Wilma Vera Hatton, '21, and Wakefield
Boyer were married on June 10th, at the
home of the bride's parents in Normal.
Since graduating from Normal, Mrs. Boyer
has taught in Chenoa, E!Paso, and Bloomington. Mr. Boyer is a graduate of University High School and the Wesleyan Law
School. The past two years he has been
associated with his father in the bond and
security business in Bloomington; where ·the
young couple will make their home.
Irma Schroeder graduated from the University of \Visconsin in June of this year.
She is in Normal this summer at the home
of her parents, but will probably teach this
fall. She received general honors when she
was awarded her degree.
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1922

NEWS OF DEOREE ALUMNI

Helen Strouse, who for the past two
years has been one of the kindergarten
teachers in the Bloomington schools, entered the University of Chicago this SUJTImer, and will continue her studies there
until she receives her degree.

Parker Holmes, '16 and '22, has returned
to Normal to teach at I. S. N. U. He will
have classes in economics and geography.
Since leaving Normal, Mr.· Holmes has received his degree from the University of
Chicago, has been doing government work
in the study of perishable produce in the
Chicago district, and last year was also an
assistant in finance in the Northwestern
University School of Commerce.

1923

Alice Irene Ryburn, '23, was married to
J. Oscar Mims on June 12th. Tire marriage took place at the home of the bride's
aunt in Tampa, Florida. Mrs. Mims has
been teaching in the high school at Tampa
for the past two years. Mr. Mims is employed in the business office of the Tampa
Morning T ribune.
F lorence Evelyn Murray, '23, and
William 0. Schueth of Bloomington, were
married on June 24, at the home of the
bride's parents in Normal. Mrs. Schueth
has been teaching at Chebanse, Illinois,
since her graduation from I. S. N . U . They
will make their home in Bloomington,
where Mr. Schueth and his fathe r are associated in business.
A post card showing a picture of Miles
Canyon, ·Yukon, A laska, and dated June 8,
1925, has been received from Amelia
Hirschi. She says, "This canyon is in the
Yukon and proved fatal to many of the
gold seekers. We had a very pleasant trip
on the river to Dawson."
1925

Charlene Palmer, '25, was married July
8th, to L. M. Hardin of Abingdon, Illinois.
Mrs. Hardin is the daughter of Prof. and
Mrs. George M. Palmer, of I. S. N. U.
Prof. Palmer being an alumnus in the Class
of 1899. The young people will spend the
summer in the Palmer home at Normal,
and in the fall will go to Warrensburg,
Illinois, where Mr. Hardin will teach
science and coach athletics. He is attending I. S. N. U. and will receive his degree
this summer.

I. D. Taubeneck, '17 and '22, is another
Alumnus who has been added to the I. S.
N. U. faculty. He will teach in the history
department. For the past four years he
has been principal of the Minier, Illinois,
High School. Since school closed this last
spring, he and Mrs. Taubeneck have enjoyed a splendid trip to Cali fornia, but are
now in Normal.
Anna Belle Harper, '17 and '20, for the
past five years training teacher iri the second grade of the Thomas Metcalf School
of I. S. N . U ., will leave Normal this fall
to become primary supervisor in Spring- .
field, Illinois. More t han 100 teachers will
be under her supervision in her new
position.
Helen J ackson, B. E ., '23, was married
June 6th to Lee C. J ones of Bloomington.
Mr. Jones is a graduate of Valparaiso University. They will make their home in
Bloomington, where Mr. J ones is engaged
in business and where Mrs. Jones has been
a high school teacher for the last two years.
Mr. and Mrs. Harley Milstead are spending the summer in Normal. Mr. Milstead
received his degree in 1923. Mrs. Milstead
reecived her diploma in 1922. They are
making their home in Moline, Illinois,
where Mr. Milstead is teaching in the
geography department of the high school.
Announcements have been received of the
marriage of Hugh Wells Garnett, '22 and
'24, and E unice Marian Day, '22, which
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took place at the home of the bride at
Ottawa, Illinois, on July 7th, 1925. They
will be at home after August 1st, at Paxton,
Illinois.
The following letter to President Felmley, from Hulda Dilling, B. E., '17, will be
of great interest to her I. S. N. U. friends.
It is dated June 21, 1925, and was written
from Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, the home of
Miss Dilling's parents. It says :
"I am enclosing a clipping which will inform
you as to my plans for the next year or two. I
thought it might be of interest to my Alma Mater
and the many line friends I made there, to know
that one of its graduates has yielded to the innermost longings of the heart-that of the 'Wanderlust.' I hope to do some worthwhile things and
to put myself to the severest test and find out
what I can really do. I was sorry not to have
been able to be present at the unveiling of the
Memorial, but my best wishes went out to you.
I wish you many more happy years in the wonderful service you are giving. When I return
from Europe and the Orient, I shall visit dear
old Normal and all its kind friends." The clipping informs us that Miss Dilling has been for
eight years associate professor in the Teachers'
Training College at Greeley, Colorado, but has
now gone to Assiut, Egypt; where she will take
charge of voice work and the organization of a
normal course in the Pressly Memorial Institute
for Girls. She obtained her position from the
presbyterian Mission Board. The institute has an
enrollment of 450 girls and is located in Assiut,
a city of 50,000 inhabitants. The school trains
native girls, many of them daughters of graduates of Presbyterian schools. Miss Dilling's
work will be done in English, but she will have
a native assistant.
The new normal t raining course is being organized to supply teachers for the one hundred ninetyfour public school in the Assiut district. Assiut
is situated on the River Nile, seven hours from
Cairo, and close to the Libyan Desert. The institute is well established, having been there about
fifty years. It has a beautiful campus and is
equipped with many modern buildings. The
school has a golf course and tennis courts for
the use of the teachers and students.
Miss Dilling planned to go by the way of Spain,
Algiers, and Tunis, reaching Assiut in time to
begin her duties in September. She will probably
continue in this work for two or three years, but
will have long vacations in the summer and is
planning to study voice in Paris, Rome, and
Vienna. This coming spring, she will be joined
by her cousin, Miss Mildred Dilling, the harpist,
so well known throughout the United States, and
they will make a trip to the Holy Land before
going to Europe for the summer travel and
study. When the time comes to return to America, Miss Dilling expects to come back through
the Orient, Australia, and the Islands of the
Pacific.
Since leaving I. S. N. U., Miss Dilling has
completed all the work required for her master's

degree at the University of Chicago, except the
required six week's residence work. She will
complete this work when she comes back to the
u. s. A.

And so it goes! Each year brings us
more and more splendid news of work being done by I. S. N. U. alumni, both at
home and abroad.
NEWS FROM CLASS REUNION
LETTERS

The regular reunions of the classes of
1875, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 1920, 1922,
and 1924, were scheduled for this year.
Mr. Lewis Oscar Bryan of Van Buren,
Arkansas, was the only member of the
Class of 1875 who was present. Later
classes had larger reunions. Each reunion
class member is requested either to be present or send a letter of news about his or her
whereabouts and activities. This request
is ignored by many, but some of the faithful always respond and their communications are greatly enjoyed by their classmates who attend the reunions. For the
pleasure of others who may have known
some of those who wrote, we are publishing either the letters just as they came or
taking interesting news items from them.
1875

Van Buren, Ark., May 13th, 1925.
To

THE ALUMNI OF NORMAL SCHOOL
OF NORMAL) ILLINOIS:

I am Lewis Oscar Bryan of the Class of
1875. For four years after graduation, I taught
school. I came here in 1876. Married in December of 1878. I have five children. Have
never lost one, though their mother died and I
remarried years ago. •
When I came here, I weighed 140 pounds.
Gained in weight until for many years I weighed
170 pounds. Now weigh 135 pounds, but through
all the years I have enjoyed good health. Am in
my 73rd year of age.
I went into the real estate business in 1880.
That I have continued, but later added abstract
of title work, but now see after my own property only. I have never held election office, except as Alderman or some society work at school.
I have no member of my class that I know of
anywhere near me. James N. Mosher and James
M. Harper, who were close personal friends with
me at Normal, came here and assisted me in the
schools one year. I was back at Normal at the
semi-centennial in 1907. Not many of the class
of 1875 there.
I have had good health, and enjoyed life. I
have always been glad my course at Normal was
so thorough. I carried each Study as prescribed
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in the course. I liked Prof. McCormack best of
the instructors. I often think of Normal and of
those with whom I became well acquainted. Now
I think I will be at Normal for the meeting
planned for June 9, 10, and 11, 1925.
LEWIS OSCAR BRYAN.

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan were at Normal and
from all appearances they had a very enjoyable visit. They were present for the
presentation of the Felmley portrait and
stayed until after the commencement exercises.
938 Seminary Street, Napa, California.
May 17, 1925.
To THE CLASS or 1875, ILL1>101s STATE NoRMAL
U N IVERSITY, FRIENDS AND CLASSMATES OF AULD

LANG SYN>::
I send greetings from far off California.
Fifty year s ago we were young, full of life and
enthusiasm; today we are old and belong to a
past generation. We have met with success and
failure, fortune and misfortune, strength and
weakness which are the common lot of all. After
these passing years we should have attained to
the philosophic mind.
For four years after leaving the University,
I taught in the schools of Illinois, two years in
the country, and two years as principa1 in town

schools, the last being White Hall, where David
H . Wells, Business Manager of the Alumni
.
Quarterly is now principal.
In 1879, I came to Napa and was elected principal of schools. I have been here ever since,
serving as princ ipal and supervising principal,

with the exception of one year which was granted
me to visit friends in the East.
During these years I have served concurrently
four years as County Superintendent of Schools,
forty-one years as a member of the County Board
of Education, twenty-one years as Library
Trustee, fifteen years as a member of the Boy
Scouts Council, five years on the Red Cross ·Committee, eighteen years as a member of the School
Master's Club of San Francisco, and two years
on the Bay Section of the Council of Education.
In 1921, Napa voted bonds to the amount of
six hundred thousand dollars for three new school
buildings. They have been· built and arc now occupied. On February 22, 1922, one of these
schools was dedicated and named after me. Pupils,
parents, and friends contributed funds for the
painting of my full length portrait, by Arthur
Cahill, one of the noted artists of California.
This picture now hangs in the auditorium of the

John L. Shearer School. The naming of this
school after me and the gift of the picture I
appreciate as the most pleasing incident of my
life. It will be my living monument in the com-

the devoted men and women of the Normal
Faculty of 1871-75.
I shall not be able to attend the Alumni Reunion on June 9th, on account of other duties
requiring my presence in Napa. I shall be with
you in spirit if not in person. I send love and
best wishes to the Class of 1875. God bless
them, every one.

Yours truly,
JOHN L. SHEARER.

In the August 1923 Quarterly we published an account of the dedication of the
John L. Shearer School in Napa, Calif.
With the letter quoted above, Mr. Shearer
sent some pictures of the school. It is
very beautiful and true to the California
type of school architecture. \'/\le wish we
might reproduce it for our readers. One
of the pictures is a photograph of the architect's drawing of the building and seems to
be a souvenir of the dedication. It includes
a short description of the building and a
tribute to Mr. Shearer's services and reads
as follows : This beautiful -school building
has been named after Mr. John L. Shearer,
who, for the past forty-two years, has
been in active school work in the city of
Napa. Mr. Shearer is the present superintendent of the Napa Elementary Schools.
In his forty-two years of school work he
has the remarkable record of not having
been absent from his school duties even for
one single day. Because of his untiring
efforts, his efficient service, and his wonderful devotion to his chosen work and to the
city of his choice, this building has been
named to serve as a memorial to John L .
Shearer. This building represents the
finest type of reinforced concrete construction with brick facing. It is a two-story
typ<; with auditorium in the front of the
building. The appointments, arrangements,
and finish of the building embody all the
latest ideas in school planning. This school
is part of a $600,000 school building program now being carried out in Napa.

ing years.

I was married to Louise P. \Vilson, one of my
teachers in 1884. . One daughter, Louise W.
Shearer, was born to us in 1885. She blessed our
lives with he r happy presence for nineteen years,

and then passed on to the · Sunset Land. This
was our one great sorrow.

\Vhatever success I have achieved in life has
been largely due to the influence and example of

The only other letter received from a
member of tlie Class of 1875, was from
Henrietta A. Watkins of Normal. After
teaching for four years, Miss \ Vatkins engaged in several lines of work, among them
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office work, bookkeeping, and practical
nursing. At present she is one of the
assistants at the Baby Folcl in Normal, and
in her service to little children, she is happy,
because her greatest desire is to be of real
service.. f\.1iss Watkins included in her
letter a hearty invitation to any of her
friends who visit Normal to call at the Baby
Fold.
1885

Leulla l\IcVey Stafford wrote from
Maroa, lllinois, where she says she is enjoying life fully.
Alexander Cation wrote from \,Valla
Walla, Washington, where he is proprietor
of the Walla Walla Lumber Company. He
expressed regret that he lived too far away
to make the trip to Normal for the reunion.
J ohn C. Mountjoy wrote from Midway,
Kentucky, as follows:
DEAR FRIEND K ARR: (To Mr. Lyon Karr of
Wenona, Illinois)
How I regret that I cannot attend the reunion
of the Class of 1885. I would so enjoy the fellowship. Forty years of history lie between that
distant commencement and the onrushing present.
A new world has appeared! To us of '85, a
world of jazz and static, and backwash from the
war, as well as a world of automobiles, of wireless, and of more universal education. In that
day no better normal school could be found . It
is impossible to estimate what the old school has
contributed to the cause of education. So we are
all to write a class letter! These letters prove
Darwinism by bringing to light the "missing
links." However it may be with the rest of the
class, I find the unexpected frequently happening.
I start to make some money, observing proven
economic laws, but while I miss the money because the laws fail me, I have had a varied experience. I shall now try to stick to the outline
as furnished by Lyon : Marriage: Yes, a little
more than four years ago, I ventured into the
Blue Grass of Kentucky to visit a dear friend
whom I had not seen for more than thirty years.
This region is noted for whiskey, tobacco, race
horses, and fi ne women. I passed up all but the
last. I had g rown children and had long since
abandoned all thoughts of matrimony. The victim was the most efficient superintendent of the
K entucky Female O rphan School, the first
protestant orphan school established in America.
This woman is one of the ·greatest educators of
the state. Children : I have two, a boy working
in a cage at the New Merchants Trust Co., in
Chicago, and a daughter and ·a daughter-in-law
working at Marshall Fields, Ch icago. Residences:
\Vhen I need an opiate to put me to sleep, con-
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sisting of a long series of loosely related events,
I can start in on the list of homes, ranging from
flat life in Chicago to this ideal home school at
Midway, Ky.
Occupations:
I have taught
school, worked on newspapers, been in school
library work, published books and charts and sold
them. Now I am field secr etary of the Orphan
School and engaged in helping to raise $400,000
for buildings and $600,000 more for endowment
for this unique institution. Weight: 166½ lbs.
at 12 noon, and 168½ lbs. at 1 P. M.-most I
have ever weighed. I am greatly interested in
Minnesota cutover land, and like so many influenced in recent years oy the "Back to the soil"
sentiment, have paid for the experience, because
of the blackwash from the war. I wish to learn
who of our class have joined the great majority,
and of you who remain 1 where are you, and
what are you doing? Are we all looking backward, not forward? Are we retired or still
working? I was never more busy nor took so few
vacations.

Emma Werley Hausing, 699 E. Speer
Blvd., Denver, wrote as follows:
DEAR CLASSMATES OF '85: "It was as if I must
open the old red plush album when I received t he
invitation to join you on June 10th. How I wish
it were my privilege to be with you ! As it is, I
shall be with you in spirit and the old album will
be brought from its seclusion and placed before
me. I wonder how many of the old guard are
still in the ranks. It seems but yesterday as I
look back to the d ear old Alma Mater days and
yet how much has happened since! Do not be
surprised when I tell you that I am still in the
ranks. After ten years of teaching, then a happy
marriage, the raising and rearing of two lovely
daughters, a trip I Q the O ld World and much
travel in our own America, reverses came, and
my · chosen profession was again taken up, thankful that the will and spirit was mine. So h.e re I
am in Denver, still "young", working to the limit
in the school room by day and on curricula revision committee work by night. All the socalled new ( ?) "project," "problem," "motivation," "re-action," etc., is but the summing up of
the wonderful training and inspiration received at
our dear old school. In gratitude, I always turn
to it. What a treasure of loving memories is
mine! If at any time you are within miles and
miles of this beautiful mountain city, please do
not fail to find me. I shall welcome you with
joy. Greetings and good wishes."

Mr. Karr received a characteristic
letter from a present <lay Floridian, Thomas
E. Will, a member of the Class of '85. He
says:
MY DE.'" Ow KARR: Shake! Awfully glad
to see you ! By gracious ! You· re the same old
Karr. Don't I wish I might be there! And to
think that ifs forty years. Heavens! Don't
mention it. People will think we are getting old.
But I'll tell you I'm not. I'm tougher than
spring steel and still iust a kid. Tell them all
'"howdy!" for yours truly, and say, I'll try to get
around by or before the next forty-year round-up.
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Rope in Trowbridge. He lives handy. If you
don't know it, you'd be surprised to find what a
philosopher he had become when I last saw him
in D. C. in 1913; just the other day, you know.
Mr. Will's letter was written from· Ft. Lauderdale, Fl«., but it was written on stationery that
had maps and charts and advertising all over it
about Okeelanta, Fla., from which we learn that
Mr. Will was the founder of Okeelanta, Fla., the
first planned settlement in the Upper Everglades.
The chief business venture of the district is
probably expressed in the little rhyme that is part
of the printed matter on the stationery. It runs
like this:
Racked, till late, and rent with strife
Turn we to the peaceful life;
From the hell of War's alarms
To
OKEELANTA'S POULTRY FARMS

Who that has read the papers about the
Florida boom can say that our alumnus is
not a true Floridian !
From Pomona, Calif., there came a letter
from Mrs. Eva Blanchard Snedaker. Her
address is 298 W. Phillips Blvd., Pomona,
Calif., R. R. 2, Box 74. She gives considerable news of herself as follows :
"I have all your faces in my memory as well
as in my album, and one of you. Mr. Trowbridge,
is a neighbor, only forty-four miles away.
Another, Anna Reid, taught here years ago and
my little daughter was her pupil. Autobiographical: I was married in 1886 and lived five years
at Tonica, Illinois. In 1891 we came to Pomona,
and are still here. We have had five children,
but the oldest, the youngest, and the middle one
have slipped away to a country that is even fairer
than Southern California. One boy was in the
army in France and Germany. We have eight
· living grandchildren. I now weigh 105 pounds,
not much on the scales, nor in society. I have
held no public office, have been a Sunday School
teacher for years, am. now teaching a class of
high school girls. I have spent a prosaically
busy life. But people live long in this wonderful
land and it may be years yet before 'My life
work is ended and I reach the other shore.' "
Who remembers the m~rning during spelling when
Miss Pennell found a lot of Sec. A making something of a racket in Dr. Hewett's room? Do you
think Dr. Hewett would enjoy modernized spelling?

Miss M. Joice Adams of Chicago acted
as the secretary for the women members of
the Class of 1885, and Mr. Lyon Karr of
Wenona, took the responsibility of notifying the men of the class. Miss Adams
shows very clearly in her letter that she has
not been overtaken by the "backward look"
that Mr. Mountjoy asked about. She says:
DEAR FRIENDS AT NORMAL: My broadcasting
has met with meager response, but I will relay

what little information I have for the benefit of
any chance member of the Class of '85 who may
happen to get back. The letter to Helen Dewey
was returned marked "deceased" and that to
Agnes Elliot, "uncalled for." From Eva Blanchard, Maggie Grant, Olive H ubbard, Anna Reid,
and Helen Savage, there was no word. Ruby
Gray now lives at 1077 Verdun Ave., Los Angeles.
(Mrs. Charles Jordon) . Distinguished in appearance, char!}ling in manner, she was for many

years an active Woman's Club speaker and afterward successfully operated the motion picture
house in Hinsdale, Illinois, till the removal to
California a year ago. Luella McVey and Emma
Werley speak for themselves. Lucy Stewart
Brown writes interestingly of the old days and
hopes to be in Normal on the 10th. My sister,
Sue, and I came to Chicago in 1904. I have ever
since been teaching in the Medill High School.
where I am still Dean of Girls. My sister passed
away on to the Great Beyond, July 30, 1919,
leaving behind the memory of a beautiful. unselfish life spent in the service of others. It was
my high privilege to spend the many years in
close friendship with her. Greetings to Old
Normal, who stands revered in our memories

for laying deep the foundations of honesty and
integrity in our thinking and our work.
Miss Adam's address is 3014 Jackson Blvd.,
Chicago.
1895

G. E. Marker writes from Kent, Ohio,
where he is proprietor of THE COMMERCIAL PRESS, high-grade printing concern. He gave up the teaching profession
for business in 1920. About his marriage
he says:
"I married the little girl who was the cause of
my flunking in more than one subj-ect in the old
days-though it wasn't her fault-Leila Webber
of Mt. Sterling, Illinois. She never flunked but
once, that was away back yonder, when she
married me.'' They have one son, Edward, 18
years of age, 6 feet, I inch tall, and about to
enter his sophomore year at Western Reserve
University at Cleveland. Edward was born in
Spokane, Washington, while Mr. Marker was
teaching in the state normal school. In writing
of his .Normal days, Mr. Marker refers to some
interesting people and events. He says, "My what
a flood of memories, 'Old Normal' and 'Class of
'95' bring forth. Justin Love, Justin Posey, Tom
Hillyer, 'Granny' Jeffers, and a host of other
names come rushing back. I well recall the burial
of 'The Normal High School' at the midnight
hour on the front lawn, when Gov. Altgeld's
economy policy cut off the funds for the support
of that institution. There comes also to memory
the original declension by one of the Parker twins
of the verb 'To flee'-'Fle-o, skeeterie bug-ignatum' ! Also the Section C Banquet' at the
old Ashley Hotel in Bloomington, when a number of us put several lumps of sugar in our
bouillon cups and then made loud and funny re-·
marks about the peculiar quality of that tea. I
thought the darkey waiter standing behind me
would surely explode. Oh, well, you don't want
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any more of this : you have plenty of old memories of the same kind of your own. But since
I can't attend the reunion, I'm just getting as
much fun out of it as I can by long distance."

Frederick George Curtis is practicing
osteopathy in Mt. Vernon, Illinois. Following graduation he taught for four years
as principal of the schools at Dalton, Cook
County, Illinois. He was married in 1891
to Laura Hendricks of Princeton, Indiana.
To this union have been born one son,
Clifford, and one daughter, Gertrude, now
residents of Northeast Pennsylvania and
Fort Worth, Texas, respectively. Dr.
Curtis is a graduate of the American School
of Osteopathy located at Kirksville, Mo., in
the Class of 1899. After becoming a D. 0.,
he practiced for about two years in Dalton
and then moved to Mt. Vernon, where he
has since made his home.

21

Leland Stanford in 1903, I came to Schenectady,
(N. Y.) at the head of the training school for
teachers. I continued here for seventeen years.
I am now in my fourth year as assistant superintendent of schools of Schenectady. My work in
this line is bristling with interest. We are just
now wrestling with such problems a s single salary
schedules, ability groups to fit the nature of the
child with appropriate courses of study for these
groups, and similar problems. My oldest son and
daughter ar~ just now home for their vacation
from Antioch College. A younger son and
daughter will follow in their footsteps in all
probability in the near future. I should like very
much to be present at the Alumni gathering of
the Class of 1895. I can almost promise you that
if in good health on the next occasion of the
class meeting, I shall be able to be there."

Pearle Ballard Frise 1s sure that one of
the sterner sex made out the questionnaire
sent to her class, because no woman would
mention avoirdupois.
But she says: "One hundred sixty it is, even
with many strenuous daily dozens." Having that
"off he r chest" she didn't mind answering tlte

other questions. She is married to George H.

S. B. H ursh, vice-principal of the Western Illinois State Teachers' College, says he
has a unique record at I. S. N. U. He tells
of it in this way:
··1 did my last work in the Normal University
in 'i9 and '80, but received my diploma in '95.
President Felmley once said it took me longer to
get through the Normal University than any other
student. I understand that some one since that
statement was made broke my record. which was
twenty-five years. I had hoped to r etain that distinction." Mr. Hursh was married in 1884. He
has one son who is professor of ceramics en-

gineering at the University of Illinois. H e has
been a teacher for . fifty-two years, four years in
country sch001s, two years as superintendent at

Frise-pronounced to rhyme with Rice, English,

not German - a hardware and plumbing goods
dealer and she is his housekeeper and bookkeeper.
They have one child. 21 years of age, a son, who
is a junior in the University o f Chicago. Mrs.
Frise says she usually has her fingers in all the
small town pies in O dell, Illinois, where she lives,
and sometimes "they" get burned. We suppose
she means the fingers get burned, but it might be
the pies.

In this "activity'' connection, she says,

that the "biggest stunt of the 'Frises' in Odell
was to help promote a community hall, which has
been of great benefit to the village." Mrs. Frise
is a member of the Public Library Board and
active in Congregational Church work and in the
\Voman's Club.

Clyde R. Travis is still head of the education department at Jamestown College,
Jamestown, N . D. He has been there since
1922. Before that time he was located at
the State Normal School at Mayville, N. D.,
Granville B. Jeffers sent his letter too having been in that institution from 1898
late to· have it read at the class reunion, so · until he left in 1922, serving all the time as
it will be welcome news to all his class- head of the mathemat ics department and
mates.
for• sixteen years as vice-president also. In
I <;OZ he received his degree of Ph. 13. from
To -My Classmates of 1895 in. Reunion at the
Illinois Wesleyan and in 1922 his M. A .·
Illinois State Normal University, June 12, 1925:
degree from the U niversity of North
"During the 30 years since my graduation at
the Normal University, I have found no place so
Dakota, where he spent a year's leave of
much like home as the old Normal with its surabsence from school duties. He is a memroundings. The fact that I spent five years in
ber of Phi Delta Kappa, honorary fraterthe Bloomington schools immediately after graduation and lived in the town of Normal most of
nity. H e has four children-Glenna Mae,
the time, gave me an opportunity to make many
a graduate of the U. of N. D., now a
close attachments. Soon after g raduating from
Shannon, Illinois, five years in Mt. Carroll, four
years in \Vooclstock, eleven in Sterling (west district), four in the Streator Township High
School, and the remainder in Macomb at the
W. I. S. T. C.
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teacher in Mandan, N. D.; Ralph, a junior
at Jamestown College next year, majoring
in music; Paul, a senior in high school;
and James, who will be a freshman next
year. Ralph Travis won a $240 scholarship in the Jamestown High School for
having the highest four year average among
the boys and he also won a $50 scholarship
in music at Jamestown this past year. Mr.
Travis invites his old friends to visit his
town in North Dakota, says a motor trip
there would be most enjoyable and that
even the Bad Lands constitute one of
America's beauty and wonder spots. He is
a real booster for his state, likes its weather,
its fearlessness in attacking new things,
and believes in its great future.
"The Parker Twins," Ralph and Fred,
have been making it a habit to come to
Normal for Homecoming or Commencement or both, for the past few years, but
this year when their own class held its reunion, they were both detained because of
professional duties which could not be
rushed or postponed. In a letter to Mr.
.Manchester they express their heartfelt
regret at being absent and ask to be remembered to all old teachers and schoolmates.
In closing their letter they say, "We are
with you in spirit and in strength and join
you all in again declaring our love and devotion to the old Illinois State Normal University, which has done everything for us
and which under the leadership of Mr.
Felmley has become without a peer in all
the land as a training school for those who
follow the most exalted of all professionsthe schoolmaster."
1905

Gertrude Beedle Hamlin of P lainfield,
Illinois, acted as secretary for her class.
· She was not able to be present, but sent a
letter from which we learn that she was
married in 1911 and lived for a few years
in an Illinois mining town, where life was
"full of vivid happenings, some funny,
some sad, and others thrilling enough for
the movies." Later they moved to either

Elgin or Aurora and while there, Mrs.
Hamlin had charge of some special classes
for the retarded children and has kept up
her study of that subject ever since. She
is now teaching science in the Junior High
School at Moosehart. She sent her best
wishes for "the next twenty years."
Anna A. Smith, Box 33, R. F. D. 2,
Quincy, Illinois, and Kathryn G. Twohey
of Ottawa, Illinois, both wrote regretting
very much that their duties as teachers in
their respective towns would prevent them
from attending the class reunion.
Laura Smitson Wilson wrote from 8621
W. Knoll Drive, Hollywood, California.
Her letter contains so much news and so
many reminiscences that we give you all
of it.
From a California tourist comes this
message of fraternal greeting t o classmates
of old I. S. N. U.
It seems natural to be writing upon this theme
paper (loose leaf notebook paper with red margin
line), although I do not expect it to be returned
decorated with red ink this time.
Having lived at home during my school days in
Normal, I missed some of the thrills and social
activities of the out of town student, such as
being met at the depot by an army of club
stewards, taking part in club gossip. changing
boarding houses and being watched by the
faculty outside of school hours.
You probably remember me as a tall. slender,
dark haired girl. weighing about 120 pounds.
The tallness and 120 pounds still remain with
forty-five pounds added to them. Since 'Tm not
as young as I used to be" the grey hairs are
among the brown, but no barber has reaped a
reward from bobbing them.
On December 22, 1904, after having finished my
course in I. S. N. U., I proceeded to fulfill my
highest ambition, which according to the Index,
was to marry a country doctor. We lived in
Penfield, Illinois, for three years, in Normal for
six months, and in Hume for sixteen years. Our
ambitions grew and so for the past eleven months
my husband has been specializing in Los Angeles.
By next September we hope to be located in one
of the cities of Illinois. The latch string is
always out at our house, and we shall bQo glad
to welcome any of you at any time. Unfortunately we have no children of our own, but we
have two foster sons, one eighteen and the other
almost fourteen, whom we love and treat as our
own.

I taught near Magnolia, Illinois, for one year
previous to being gradua ted. In Hume, I did
about six and a half months of substitute teaching, five of which were done during the war. I
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have always enjoyed teaching and am especially
fond of working with the teen age boy in Sunday
-School. The results are marvelous from a m0ral
standpoint. I have been very much interested in
community work and have _given much of time
and energy to religious, parent-teacher, and Red
Cross organizations. Just now I am interested in
studying sex hygiene and hope to be able to fit
myself to do much good along this line.
I still have the beautiful little hand painted
mgar bowl and creamer which the Class of 1905
so kindly presented me as a wedding gift. I was
so thankful it was carried to safety from our
burning house in 1912.
Renimisences: How I used to try to get my
history and psychology during ten minute intermissions! After my graduation, Mr. Manchester
said to me, "You never knew it, but you were
one of my favorite pupils." vVhy should I have
known it after specializing in economics by taking
it three times? Mr. Felmley"s strictness in
mathematics ! Yet to this day there must be a
period after each figure of my shopping list.
H ow we used to talk politics with Miss Ela while
we painted! Miss Colby having a chill while
teaching about the fallen angels in "Paradise
Lost." The kindness of Mr. Horne in talking
over my work with me and giving me a feeling
of confidence.
In closing I wish to say-as time has passed
and I have come in contact with those less
fortunate than I, I have appreciated more and
more the rigid, systematic, thorough training and
refined environment of o ld I. S. N. U.
Wishing you a happy reunion and much prosperity during the next ten years, I am, fraternally

vours,
LA URA S,!ITHSON \VJLSON.

From ]. B. Wright, Winnebago, Minnesota, came the following:
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mulation of this world's goods is about that of
the average schoolmaster. Have been re-elected
for an9ther three-year term with a good increase
in salary. Will probably stay until I am fired, as
hatred of moving has been my besetting sin.
If Santee, of Duluth, is there this will tell
him that I want him to stop and visit me on his
way back. Santee is a big man in D_uluth.
Our class seems to be widely scattered. I shall
await with great interest the report of the reunion. The only ones I have heard anything
about in late years are Culp, Ruffer, Paine,
Santee, Ullrich.

Helen Leigh has been keeping house for
the past five years for her brother and
nephew on their farm near East Lynn, Illinois. The care of three hundred chickens
added to the regular work on a farm kept
Miss Leigh too busy to attend the reunion,
but she sent greetings to all, and said she
would be very happy to have a visit with
her classmates.
Ida May Anderson ·works enclosed a
picture of her three children, "Rose, just
past twelve, now completing the seventh
grade work, Harris, aged a little more than
ten, completing the fifth grade, and George,
not yet nine, finishing the first half of the
fourth g rade." She says:

" They are a healthy, handsome trio and keep
me on tip-toe in the effort to keep pace with their
development." Mrs. Works continues: After
I regret very much that I cannot attend the
leaving Normal in 'OS, I taught two years in
reunion, but I hope that I may be remembered by Idaho, spent a year in Montana, then came to the
my classmates. The account of my doings since
coast in search of health. When that improved
graduation is a s follows: 1905-6. Principal. Dun- · I taught two years and then married. Since my
lap, Illinois; 1906-09, Principal, Palmyra, Illinois,
husband's death in 1917, I have been busy provid(Summers at U. of I.); 1909-10, Principal and
ing bread, butter and a bit of jam for my three
Critic Teacher in Tempe Normal Training School,
little folks and looking after their mental, moral
Tempe, Arizona; 1910-11, in University of Illiand spiritual needs. Even so, I find time to do a
nois, graduate 1905 with A. B. in Science. (Mr.
bit of other work and superintend the primary
Wright must have his dates mixed here, for he
department of one of our large down town
didn't graduate the same year from U. of I., and
churches and never seem to be able to escape an
I. S. N. U. Possibly he means 1915) ; 1911-20,
office in the local parent-teacher association. I
Superintendent, Westbrook, Minn.; 1920 to date.
am also ari active member of the Seattle Council
Superintendent, Winnebago, Minn. Summers of
of the Mothers Congress and P. T. A.
1911, 12, and 13, Teachers' Institute Instructor
Though life is far from being a downy bed of
at Sullivan and Springfield, Illinois.
ease, I find it supremely worthwhile and hope
The only positions of responsibility that I have
that the training I received in the I. S. N. U.
held besides the above that might be of interest
will aid me much in rearing my children to be
are: Treasurer of the Southern Minnesota Edu- both happy and useful.
cation Association, President of the Grade School
I should like to greet you all and the remainSection of the Southern Minnesota Education
ing members @f the old faculty, go through the
Association, and President of the Grade School
old rooms and halls and wander over the campus.
Section of the Minnesota Education Association.
but I will be with you in spirit and hope I shall
I was married in 1916 to Fannie E. Wilson of
receive glowing accounts of all your domgs.
Janesville, Minn. We have three boys aged one,
three, and six. My present weight on the scales
Mrs. Works' address is 922 Seneca St.,
is 177, which is less than my highest record by
Seattle,
Washington.
six pounds. My health is excellent. My accu-

24

ALUMNI QUARTERLY

Although two or three of the older reunion classes promised a report of their
good times for this issue of the Quarterly
1905 is the only one that responded. Mrs.
Mildred McKinney Corrington of Normal
is the one class secretary who "kept her
word."
REUNION OF THE CLASS OF 1905

The Class of 1905 was represented in
person by six members at the reunion, June
10th, 1925: Mr. Fred Ullrich, Mr. Ira
Wetzel, Mr. Harry Paine, Mr. Herbert
Coons, Mrs. Sada Beadles Burke, and Mrs.
Mildred McKinney Corrington.
Professor Ullrich head of the agriculture
and biology department of the State Normal
School at Platteville, Wisconsin, delivered
the address to the A lumni Association,
\Vednesday afternoon in room 12. In his
address, "Some Thoughts After Twenty
Years," Professor Ullrich discussed with
unusual clarity many of the changes that
are necessary in the cirruculum of the
schools in the country. The Class of 1905
were very proud to have one of their number chosen as Alumni speaker.
Mr. Wetzel and wife of Sycamore, were
present at the meeting. He has quit the
teaching profession and has been in the
jewelry and music business for several
years. The local chamber of commerce at
Sycamore have had Mr. Wetzel as their
president for two years. He has also been
superintendent of the M. E. Sunday School
for twelve years.
Mr; Harry Allen Paine of 1721 Lowell
Ave., Springfield, Ill., has taken up another
line of work besides teaching. He taught
fourteen years and is now selling lumber
for the Springfield Lumber Company, (a
retail concern). Mrs. Paine was a lso present at the commencement exercises.
M r. G. H. Coons of East Lansing, Michigan, is Associate Professor in the Michigan
State College. He is doing research work
in plant pathology, and is on a year's leave
of absence studying the diseases of plants,
especially the diseases of beets in the West,
for the U . S. D. A.

Mrs. Sada Beadles Burke is living in
Decatur, Ill., 206 N. Taylor Ave. She is
very busy in her home work, but is doing a
little extra this summer in the Daily. Vacation work of the Primary S unday School
Department.
Mrs. Mildred Corrington has lived most
of the time in Normal since graduation.
Five years ago last March she moved down
on a farm near Edinburg, as the children
were anxious to have a taste of country
life. This spring she with her family
moved back near Normal, where they
bought a small farm. It is their intention
to try to make an ideal country home so
that the children can have the advantages of
the Normal School.
Interesting letters were received and
read at the meeting from Mrs. Ida Anderson Work, Seattle, \Vash., Miss Helen
Leigh, East Lynn, Ill., l\frs. Gertrude
Beedle Hamlin, Plainfield, Ill., Mr. J. B.
Wright, Supt., Winnebago Public Schools,
Miss Anna A. Smith, Quincy, Ill., Miss
Kathryn G. Twohey, Ottawa, Ill., and Mrs.
Laura Smitson Wilson, Hollywood, California.
Mrs. Mildred Corrington was elected
class secretary for the coming year.
1915

Bernice A. Patterson is spending the
summer at her home in Leroy, Illinois, and
enjoying the company of one of her sisters
who is home on leave from China. Miss
Patterson reports that she le£ t 'vVashington
in 1921, and attended the University of
Illinois for a year, then went to Marion;
Illinois, where she is still teacher of English in a high school numbering about 600
students.
Ethel McGinnis has taught in Leroy,
Seaton, Green Valley, and E ast Peoria, Illinois. She will be at the latter place again
next year. The first year after her graduation she was very ill with typhoid fever.
Miss McGinnis was "among those present"
at her class reunion.
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From Chester F. Lay and his wife,
Hattie Lewis Lay, came two splendid letters. Their address is 130 N. 31st St.,
Corvallis, Oregon.
Mr. Lay's letter:
I hope Mrs. Lay (Hattie Lewis '15) has written
you for us both, but since I know she is busy
with the first, second, and third editions-the last
a wee babe in arms - I will try to satisfy any
curiosity on the part of our classmates as to our
ramblings and escapades in the ten years now
gone. I am in Seattle for a week and without
my typewriter, so you will probably have to call
in Mr. Cavins to decipher this.
During the first two years following June,
1915, Hattie Lewis taught in the Mackinaw Township High School in such spare time as she could
get out of my presence, while I managed to draw
one year's salary as principal of the Moweaqua
High School, and take my bachelor's degree in
the teachers' college in 1917. We were married
just as school started in the fall of that year. I
taught mathematics in Bloomington High School ;
the latter part of that year, Mrs. Lay taught do- ·
mestic art at I. S. N. U. The next year ('18-'19),
she was secretary of the Y. W. C. A. at Normal,
while I took the U. S. N. R. F. training for
officers at Northwestern University, and Municipal Pier, Chicago. I was ordered to salt water
to entrain for the East, November 11, '18. You
probably remember· the day. After that they
seemed to believe that the Navy would get along
quite well without me-a great blow to my pride.
Since Uncle Sam refused to support me, I had
to do it myself, (my wife's salary is well known
to you all) . I took the superintendency at
Wyoming, Illinois, for the remainder of that
year.
That summer ( 1919), 1 bought my father's
home farm in the Ozark hills of Pope and Johnson Counties, intending to grow apples, foxhounds, and boys, ( to do the work). "The
Lady" took the matter under advisement till fall
and then committed me to a life sentence as a
school teacher. 1 entered the University of Chicago, took my master's, and just about completed the requirements for the doctor's. I had
managed to "get by" financially for three years
on the meager salary of an assistant the first
year and of an instructor the last two. but the
strain on my pocketbook got too great. I resigned
to take a professorship and department headship
( commerce) in Robert College, Constantinople,
·Turkey. It was a great experience. but we arrived just as the Greco-Turkish War flared up
and ruined the school. About two-thirds of the
junior s and seniors (only students eligible for my
department) left the first month to avoid being
drafted into the Turkish Army. Most of the department heads felt the main usefulness of the
college was definitely in the past, so most of us
resigned and came home. With us came the
Petty's (Talmadge), who were of course our
· closest friends there. He had been in charge
of the American Y Schools there. We browsed
around the Mediterranean and Western Europe
until funds ran low; and then returned to the
University of Chicago, this time as a regular student for a term. I managed to get past my
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written exams for the doctor's in my major and
minor fields, before leaving for the University of
Arizona as assistant professor of economics. We
left to come to the Oregon State Agricultural
College, where they have me listed as associate
professor in the School of Commerce.
Mrs. Lay has retained her interest in the Y. W.
C. A. At the University of Chicago and Arizona,
she was on the advisory board, also she was a
member of the National Board Field Committee
for the Central States, as I recall it.
We have three children. Lewis Chester , Coy
Lafayette, and Lois Jo. ( Mrs: Lay's letter tells
us that the latter is named for Lois Diehl).
Here's hopi,ig that some day they will have as
good times with the children of the other fifteeners as "The Lady" and I had. Heartiest Greetings!

Mrs. Lay's letter tells of the same experiences and then goes on to say :
"After receiving my degree of Mrs. in 1917 it
was three years before I got my Ma."
Mrs. Lay closed her letter by asking for information about her classmates. What are they
doing? Whom have they married? How many
pairs of tiny shoes do they have to buy? She
also invites any and all who join the throng who
travel westward each year to visit their "little
grey home in the west." And she says it is grey.

W. H. Eller of the physics department
of the Western Illinois State Teachers' College at Macomb, found himself unable to be
present at the reunion because the summer
term at Macomb opened that same week.
He was also scheduled for a class reunion at
the University of Chicago for the same
date. He says in part:
I greatly regret that 1 must forego the pleasure
of meeting so many of my friends of Old Normal
as will gather there then. But since 1 cannot be
there, I shall certainly enjoy the circulating letters which will be mailed. I hope there will be
many to mail.
I notice the letter asks, "are you married?"
"Children?" etc. Yes, I'm married; have been for
five years and have a little girl, Dorothy Ann,
three years old. There isn't an alumnus of I. S.
N. U. who can claim a better daughter than she.
For the past five years I have been teaching
physics in this college. During this time also, I
have developed into a "ham." Now, that's nothing to be sorry about. That's a consequence of
evolution. Yes, I am the ham who operates station 9 c b u at the college and station 9 b a r in
my home. If this information reaches any I. S.
N. U. ham, pse qsp, om. Hope to qso u soon.
Always qru to qrs, or just to make some grm.
May I hear yr dah dit dah dit. dah dah dir dah
9 b a r. 73 om. (We give this as Mr. Eller's
gives it for the benefit of any of our readers who
may be radio fans).
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From Ellen Hopkins, who gives her
permanent addrt$s of 431 S. New S't.,
Springfield, Illinois:
I have seen so few of my old Normal friends
since our graduation that I shall just briefly state
where I have been all these years. F irst of all,
I supervised music in a big mining camp in

Arizona for two years and besides enjoying the
work, had the "time of my life" in that "wild and
ivooly" environment. After that I spent one
year or so with my family in Springfield, Illinois,
after which I came to New York and ever since,
for about six yC'ars, have been engaged in · singing

in musical comedy, Iight op<,ra ( stock company),
in concert and in vaudeville. My vaudeville experience has taken me to practically every state
in the Union and to all parts of Canada. I am
unmarried, but not an "old Maid"-I'm too modern for that-besides people on the stage never
grow old- they can't afford to, so I keep getting
younger every year. You 110 doubt remember me
as being extremely thin and while I am not even
yet famous for my corpulence, I do tip the scales
at 130 pounds and am ''fat" compared with my
former self.
At present I expect to be in New York for
some time and I am thinking of taking up some
work at Columbia University and work for a
degree in music, as the age of my parents makes
me realize that I am selfish to pursue my present
work which keeps me a way from them, and I
wish to resume my teaching in my home town 1

Springfield, within the next few years.
I'm afraid the extreme heat hasn't kept me from
talking quite a bit about myself. I only wish I
were there to be hearing all about you instead of
writing about me. My best wishes to the dear old
Class of 1915.

And this fine letter from Elsa Ernestine
Schilling :
Greetings:
Ten years ago a simple, shy little maid was
graduated with a number of young men and
women,

who

seemed

much

older

and

wiser.

Would you like to know whatever became of her?
At the end of the summer, she secured a
position to teach the fourth grade in the Jasper
School at Decatur. She had studied German and
English, and was prepared to teach in a high
school, but all said she was too young and inexperienced. These two difficulties are now somewhat overcome.

The first days were exceedingly hard. Imagine
fifty lively youngsters from a rather poor neigh~orhood. presenting fifty problems to such a person. Enough to say, she learned much. very
much more than the pupils. The fourth year was
very happy, but her mother said it was time to
go back to Normal and get a degree. Bless her
mother!
Now life really began to awaken the mind of
the young girl, so she realized the sense of things.
Certain illuminating courses and a more active

participation in school activities did much for
her. You wouldn't recognize her now.
The war affected the teaching of German, so it
was deemed best to study French and Spanish.

The former was begun at the University of Illinois during the summer of 1919, and continued
at Normal. Spanish was studied during the
senior year. Thus modern languages continued
to be her specialty, with English as a minor.
The two most interesting courses were Sociology, under Mr. Watkins of Illinois, studied during a summer term at Normal, and Geology,
under Miss Blackburn during a fall term. Dean
Manchester's Advanced Economics class was
much more interesting than the fish problem. Of
course, Miss Colby's English classes were excellent and artistic.
Best of all was the chance to study F r ench and
Spanish with Miss Jennie Whitten, a great
teacher and an inspi ring friend. I shall never
forget her kindness and interest. (You sec how
personal the touch, for unconsciously the first
person creeps in when the third person should
have been continued) .
In February, 1920, a plot by the Senior College
Club to make me ( I may as well use the first
person now) editor of the Vidette was success~

ful, but underhandedly carried out, when Dean
Manchester in Gen. Ex. railroaded the election
through with unusual speed after the other candifates had declined the nomination. Then the fun
and work began! The inaugural address was
illustrated by a pepper shaker, startling the audience, and causing a general sneeze. \Vith a splendid assistant and a fine staff the Vidette was
carried on till the close of school. The following
year a cofumn called "The Clock Tower" was a
delight to fill from December to June, as only
the editor knew who was writing them, and I
could say what I thought. In addition, the work
as associate editor of the Index was a great ex·
pcrience.

Enough of what was done at Old Normal-let
others and the record speak.
In July, 1921, just after receiving the degree,
Mother had a slight stroke which meant nursing,
cooking, keeping house, etc., quite a change from
study and school. How;.ever, in Septemb~r, I
went up to Mineral Point, \Visconsin, to teach .
French and English. This was a wonderful experience.

The town of 2.500 is located about forty miles
southwest of Madison, in the unglaciated region
of Wisconsin. It was very thrilling to climb the
hills above the peneplain and find real fossi ls in
the rocky hillside. How glad I was I had
studied Geology and could awaken some of the
pupils to a realization of the beauties and wonders! In the spring, I learned of flowers and
ferns I had never heard of. I hope I can go
back to W isconsin some day.
September, 1923, found me here in \1/est Aurora
H igh School teaching Spanish and English.
This town o f 40.000 is a booming town of factories, only forty miles from Chicago. There
are about five hundred students enrolled. T he
superintendent is James H. Smith, who taught
mathematics at Normal sorne summers ago.

During the summers of 1922 and 1924, I studiecl
French and Spanish at the University of Chicago.
The war delayed my career ten years, for I
am planning to resume the study of Ger man at
Chicago this summer, and I hope to receive a
Master's degree some day.
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Where are the classmates of 1915, and what
are they doing?
Best regards to all !

Lois Harper J acobs is teaching in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Her first husband, Wilber
J acobs, died in 1918. In 1923 she married
Don Jacobs, her brother-in-law.
Her
teaching positions have been at the Walker
School at Orendorf Springs, near Bloomington, at Leal and Lincoln Schools in
Urbana, where she also attended summer
terms at the University of Illinois, and at
the Lincoln School in Tulsa, where she is
still teaching. She will become a special
geography teacher in the Tulsa schools next
year.
l\1rs. Jacobs closes her letter hy asking
to be remembered to Moses Staker and
Tom Lancaster and any one else who
chances to remember her. She said she
supposed she thought of the two mentioned
because of their resemblance in size ( ?)
She names several I. S. 1 . U. people who
are in Tulsa : Chester Gunn, Mable Messner, Winifred Ridgley, Mr. and Mrs. McLeod, Sarah Baldwin Dunlap, and Prudence K elly.

Mabel Bare wrote from Fulton, Illinois:
M Y D,:AR Mrss CARSTAIRS: To one who lives
as you do in the atmosphere of system and
exactness, I presume it is impossible to imagine
neglecting the writing of a letter. To me, on the
contrary, neglect of letters is not only a p:>ssi-

bility. but a lso a practice indulged in to the point
of a fine art.

A t the last moment pride maste rs

From Ruth Raymond Young to Katherine Carstairs and the Class of ' 15:
Ten Years! It seems a long time doesn't it?
Much has happened to you and me a nd all the rest
of the "fifteeners" since that memorable day in
June, no d9ubt, and yet, they have really been
short years after all, haven't they? Just the
same the sight of your writing on the envelope
looked good to me . And how I wish I might say,
"Coming"

in

reply!

To

wander

once

more

through the corridors a nd classrooms, and about
the campus of "Old Normal," to meet and greet
old friend s, both teachers and fell ow students,
would be indeed a great happiness! One, I am
sorry to say, which I cannot enjoy at this time.
So I'll j ust send a "Howdy" and hope that I can
be present next time a class reunion is held.

The three years following our commencement
were spent v_ery happily in the high school at
Antioch, L ake County. In May, 1918, I was
ma rried to William P . Young, who very shortly
afterwards was sent to France with others ·of the
A. E . F., where he served in the intelligence department. S ince his return in the summer of
1919, we have lived in Ohio, near Edon and
Montpelier, both of which are located in the extreme no rthwestern county of Oh io. \Ve . have
two little girls, aged iour and two and a half,
who are at once the trials of our lives and the delight of our hearts. The rest of you who have
lively young sters of your own will understand and
appreciate this seemingly contradictory statement .
To those who remember me as I was at the
time we were graduated, I scarcely dare relate
that I
tip the scales at about 150. Yet such
is the sad ( ?) truth. Occupation? I can scarcely
name the forms mine take, so I'll condense it as
housekeeper and homemaker-in-ch ief. Another
fact which can be readily understood by those

now

of you engaged in the same "business."

And what of the r est of you? And of Old
Normal? Does Mr. Felmley still tell of the
·'system o f bells?" Is Mr. Manchester still "bete
noir" to the w, fortunates at the end o f the mnnth?
Does Miss Milner still hush the whispers in the.
library? Oh. a thousand and one questions come
to me as 1 write, but I cannot burden you with
them all.
"And now farewc11 ! It is a wo rd, sometimes
a thought o f joy. sometimes of sorrow. May joy.
be to thy future."

Address Edon, Ohio.

habit and I write that my voice may be heard for
a brief moment when the Class of ·15 meets in
reunion and the members recount the ir triumphs

and display their trophies. When I attended our
class reunion in 1920, I was the Assistant County.
Superintendent oi Schools and County Truant
Officer of Whiteside County, a position much less
glorious than the length o f the title might lead
you to suppose. In December, 1922, I again became a student at I. S. N. U. and graduated in
June, 1924, with the B. E. degree. Those were
t wo gloriously happy years! Last year a fter
g raduation I spent several .weeks in Laramie,
Wyoming, and on my way home, stopped for
two days with Louise Carson in Omaha. She
left Omaha very soon after that and is now in
Des Moines. My own home school has been the
scene of my labors this past year, as it will be
•text.

Gladys M. Zook sent word that she is
teaching in Indianapolis, Indiana. Her address is 1244 N. lllinois St., Apt. 21.
Lusettie Blevins wrote from Champaign t hat
she hoped to be present at the class reunio n, but we do not find he r name registered in

the class roll, so we suppose she was not present.
She says that the years have brought her neither
dignity of avoirdupois, no r importance in society~

but she feels even younger as the years go by,
and has been very happy t hese past ten years
trying to serve society in the capacity of teacher,
first in Hillsboro and then in Springfield, Illinois.
She received her master's degree this J une at the
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University of Illinois, but says this degree makes
her no happier than did the receiving of her
diploma at I. S. N. U. ten years ago.
In recalling her Normal days, she says, "How
I enjoyed Wrightonia and all the delightful times
we had there. I think the Wrights won the debate in 1915. Those debates were more exciting
to me than a football game is now, · even when
"Red" Grange makes a touchdown."
She closed her letter by quoting a sentiment
that was expressed at the 1915 Junior-Senior
Banquet-"Of all the pictures which hang on
memory's wall, those of the 1. S. N. U. are dearest and best of all."

As we have the roll those of 1915 present at the reunion were: Katherine Carstairs, Boomington and I. S. N. U. ; Corinne
Boucher, Mackinaw; Carrie Skinner Molberd, Altona; Ethel McGinnis, Tremont;
Cynthia Rieck Parret, Normal; Emily
Y eek Kirkwood, Lawrenceville, and Everett Reeves, Weldon.
1920

Adelia Hyde Plankenborn wrote from
her home in Monticello, Illinois, where she
taught for one year prior to her marriage in
1921. Mr. Plankenborn is a banker and
has t-.·o sons, one 15 and the other 11. Mrs.
Plankenborn does active work in the parent-teacher associaton of the South School
having served as the president last year and
being re-elected for the coming year. Since
undergoing an operation for appendicitis
last February, she has managed to gain 20
pounds, so her present weight is about 125.
Concerning Normal people in her vicinity,
she says:
"I see Florence and Mildred McKinley (Mc-.
Mahon) once in awhile and also Beatrice Fisher
at Bement. Many of you will remember Anne
(?aJes. She is Mrs. Oren Smith now; and is
hvmg here. As yet we have been unable to get
together, but we are hoping to do so very soon.
Every so often I get 'homesick' and get down
my copies of the 'Index' and then I feel better.
Just the other. day as I was cleaning house, I
:an across a picture of the Fell Hall Girls, and
1t brought back fond memories of the lovely girls
there, and the good times we had."

have been fourth grade supervisor at the Richland
Consolidated School, one of the six training
schools of the Western State Normal School,
Kalamazoo, Michigan. Western enrolls more
than 2,000 students for regular terms; over one
third of this number are men. The ratio at I. S.
N. U. in 1920 was quite different. The student
teachers are brought to Richland for half a day,
much as they are sent to the S. 0 . H. at Normal.
I shall return for another year.
My sister Sara returns to the Decatur School
System for her fourth year there. She teaches
third grade.
I wish that I might be with you for the reunion, but commencement at the Normal is June
22, and all faculty are expected to remain for it.
I know President Felmley's opinion of these
"early departers," so I shall stay even for the
benediction.

Lois Hopwood's address is 703 S. Poplar
St., Pana, Illinois. She has been teaching
in the domestic science department of the
Pana High School for the past year, clothing being her special line, but she also had
charge of a class in dietetics which the
hospital nurses as well as the high school
students attended. This summer she has
gone to Chicago, where she hoped to "get a
job" and "see the sights of the big city during week-ends."
Mrs. H. H. Russell sent a letter for Mr.
Russell which explains itself. Mr. and
Mrs. Russell have been in vVorcester,
Mass., for the past two years and Mr.
Russell has been doing some teaching there
in Clark University while working for his
doctor's degree. Mrs. Russell's letter follows:

M v DEAR M 1ss HARPER: Your letter regarding the 1920 class reunion was received some time
ago. Harrison left last Monday for Cape Breton
Island, where he will spend five weeks in research work in preparation for his doctor's dissertation. He had expected to write you before
he left, but the last day he said, "You write Miss
Harper and tell her where I am."
Summer School here opens July 6. He will be
home by that time for he wishes to take two
courses given then. That will finish his required
course work for the doctor's degree. At the
close of Summer School he will conduct the New
England Field Trip, taken under the direction of
From Eula Rethorn:
Clark University. This trip is a repetition of a
DEAR CLASSMATES: I feel a little like a de- trip that was planned and conducted by Mr.
ser1er, having left Illinois for Michigan, but Ridgley last summer, It continues for t:wo weeks
while my love for Michigan is increasing, my and is made by auto bus. If you would like to
love and devotion for Illinois are not decreasing. see New England, come and go with us. I am
I rooted for Illinois at the Illinois-Michigan footsure you will enjoy every day of it.
ball game. I was graduated from the University
Remember us to all Normal friends.
of Illinois last June (1924) with a B. S. degree
LIBBIE B. RUSSELL.
from the College of Education. This year I
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Leta Yoder has just completed a year's
work at the University of Colorado at
'Boulder, majoring in mathematics. She
has been in Colorado most of the time since
her graduation from I. S. N. U., but before
goitig there, she taught two years in an
Illinois high school. She is spending. her
summer in Illinois, but arrived a week too
late to be present at the reunion.
Gertrude M. Rosell with her mother and
sister are spending the summer visiting relatives in Sweden. They sailed the day of
the class reunions at I. S. N. U., June 9,
on the steamer Drottingholm. Miss Rosell
has been in the Joliet schools ever since her
graduation from Normal. Address: 1807
Cass St.
Minnie Niess was kept from carrying
out her plans to attend the reunion because
of the illness of her mother. Miss Niess
has been teaching in Lebanon for the past
four years and will continue there next
year.
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ville the past year. I know just how weary one
can be after four classes of Algebra and Geometry
followed by Glee Club and Chorus rehearsal, but
I certainly would not want to give up one bit of
it. When graii f ying results are as forthcoming
as they have been the past year, I forget to use
the term "work" and apply "pleasure." My
duties were not those of school entirely for "my"
Community Orchestra-it did not play jazz-appeared on nearly every program given during the
year ; and I had the pleasure of being Superintendent of Music and Pianist for the Christian
Church.
I am going back to Northwestern University
this summer where I was two years ago, and
where there will be furnished plenty of inspiration for renewed effort in the field of music.
This fall will probably see me again in Chandlerville. Here, long rambling "hikes" through terraced hills and over streams on broken tree
trunks followed by breakfast or supper cooked in
the woods with the beauty of the first green
leaves and the daintiest of spring flowers all about
are enough to cause one to extol the wonders of
nature in Illinois almost as much as those in
California.
I saw David Wells, William Smith, and Ray
Bechtold at some of our district contests this
past year, but only at a distance. They are of
Normal's such "big" men that I feel awed in
their presence. I am wondering if you have
heard from our former Lillian Shake who has
become Mrs. Paul Bryant and who will accompany her "Ensign" about the Globe at a safe
distance from the 1:,). S. Navy? She could write
you an interesting letter.
Success to the Class of 1922 !

1922

Clara Bullock could not attend her class
reunion because of illness in her family.
Since receiving her degree at I. S. N. U. in
1922, Miss Bullock has taught two years in
the Township High School at Sullivan,
Illinois, and one year at Easton Community
High School. Next fall she will teach English in the high school at Urbana.
From Bess Yoder, written from Carlock,
lllinois:
To THE M EMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 1922:
Greetings!
I am sorry that pre-arranged plans are making
it impossible for me to be with you for the
alumni dinner which will, without a doubt, prove
to be a source of much inspiration and increased
loyalty to I. S. N. U.-if a greater degree of
loyalty be possible! I have kept fairly well in
touch with some of "our" graduates and students
during the three years since my graduation, hence
a desire on my part to know more concerning

school affairs. The Alumni Quarterly r eceives a
warm welcome when it arrives, and although I
am generally busy, I carry it about with me until
I have read every word.
My work since 1922 has remained in the fields
of mu.sic and mathematics, both at Magnolia
where I lived for two years and at Chandler-

From Gladys Berry at Gridley, Illinois,
May 31:
Greetings, Friends! I don't expect to be with
you in body, but if you will close your eyes, I
am sure you will see my spirit hovering around.
However, spirits are a poor substitute for a
chummy chat with old classmates.
I can hardly wait to hear news of you. Oc•
casionally I see some of you on the train or in
neighboring towns. I am often in Pontiac and
wonder about Carmen Whitesides. Sometimes I
pass through Dwight or Streator or Minonk long
enough to wonder about you, but not long enough
for a visit. Don't any of you do that when you
go through Gridley though. It's small enough
that it won't take but a minute to find me and
say " H ello."
Gridley has been my home every since we graduated. Next year will be my fourth year here. I
can't seem to get away. I like it very much. It
is like all little towns only cleaner and more
friendly and very patient. The high school has
an enrollment usually of about fifty-eight. I am
one of the three teachers and teach a great variety
of subjects- many of them things I never dreamed
of teaching and sometimes I think they are still
more nearly · dreams than r ealities. But I 've
found one can do any number of things if one
tries. Also, I have discovered that facts out of
books are the least of what we must teach. Yea,
verily, I have learned what the speakers in Gen.·
Ex. meant when they tried to impress upon our
minds the great responsibility of our profession
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fo forming character. All I have learned since I
left Normal is that I am incapable of doing the
thing I am attempting.
You see my letter· has to be filled with my
thoughts because I can't tell you about marriage,
children, public offices held, and present weight on
the scales and in society. They are all about as
they were when you saw me last. I even belong
to the selected (or demented-take your choice)
'few who haven't bobbed their hair. I haven't
changed except in age and I'll soon reach the point
where even that remains stationery.
My other residence is at Forsythe, six miles
north of Decatur. I'll be glad to see any of you
there this summer. School is out. I am going
home tomorrow if I get packed. I haven't any
ambition this weather. In June I a'!' going to
Michigan for a week's camping trip with my
Sunday School Class. After that I shall be at
home. Come to see me. Write to me. Kindest
regards to every one.

personal things which follow. I am at present
on the faculty of the West Allis High School, a
suburban Milawukee School. My subjects are
commercial law, business English, and economics.
I expect to remain here next year. Other things
personal are-unmarried, expect to attend the
University of Chicago second summer session, enjoying good health, gaining weight in pounds,
possibly not so in social weight.
Enjoyed meeting Harry Lathrop, an alumnus
teaching at Whitewater Normal. I have not had
the luck to meet other alumni, however. It would
please me not a little bit to get the names of
alumni in this section of Wisconsin.
Again I must mention my regret in not being
present. I would like to greet my friends of the
Class of '24. Especially would I enjoy meeting
and greeting some of my wiseacre classmates of
Kappa Delta Pi.

Mr. Shield's adddress is 603 72nd Ave.,
West Allis, Milwaukee, Wis.

1924

Mabel Bare missed both of her I. S. N.
her
she U. reunions this year as both '15 and '24
we . were among those classes scheduled for
her meetings. Miss Bare, however, showed the
right spirit in sending a letter to each class.
The Gathering Home of the Class of 1924
In her letter to '24 she spoke of how much
When the sunlight is gleaming and waning away, she will miss Dorothy Rodman Hendricks
And the high hill-top catches the last beams of
from Fulton next year.
day;
Minnie Irene Darling was present at
reunion, but in accepting the invitation
was inspired to respond in rhyme, so
begin the contributions of 1924 with
poem.

When the brighter green that smiled o'er field
And the meadow,
Grows sober when touched by the wand of the
_ shadow;
When up in the ether each roseate hue
ls fast giving place to the twilight and dew,
Then classmates, one by one we hasten to greet
you
In the halls of our Alma Mater, now so new,
With laurels to cheer each heart so true and kind,
He smiles as he thinks of the welcome he'll find,
Then love in his heart giveth speed to his feet
As he joyfully hastens his classmates to greet.
And light from the I. S. N. U. gleams brighter
As nearer he draws to clasp each hand tighter,
While the magical castles of air that they build
As they think how the hours will with pleasure
be filled;
How they'll sit in many familiar places
And listen to those who put us through the paces,
While they regale us with our escapades,
Our studiousness, our ambitions keen,
With many a tribute of pleasure I wean.
0, the wonderful, wonderful times that will come
To the light-hearted ones who are gathering home.
President Felmley will smile as we gather around,
In the corridors and halls which will resound
With laughter and mirth as they relate once more
Each item of interest, just as before.
Yes, all will be joy in the gathering home
Though sad the partings as thither we roam.

Harold G. Shields gives the following
data about himself:
Those of the Class of '24 who remember the
writer of this missive will be interested in the

'24 received the following letter from
Veda H. Bolt.
DEAR CLASSMATES OF 1924: I received one of
the form letters sent out by the Alumni Association asking for information as to marriage,
residence, occupation, public offices held, civic and
community activities, present weight on the scales
and in society. I am no nearer being married
than I was at I. S. N. U,. and perhaps not so
near. Since reading a statement in "The Vidette"
as to the chances a college woman has in the
field of matrimony, I am sure my fear is not
without foundation. How old I. S. N. U. ca.n
plead with one to remain with her for four long
precious years and at the same time condemn you
to spinsterhood for the r est of your life is more
than I can understand.
My place of r esidence will always be with my
parents under the shadow of the Old State Capitol
building at Vandalia, Illinois. Vandalia is a very
historic old city and I would be pleased to have
any of you visit me there. My occupation is
teaching the children of other people-perhaps
t he silver tongued orator would say, "the shaping
a nd making of the nation of tomorrow through
the schoolroom," but for the life of me I can't
see the r esemblance. I am doing critic work in
the State Normal School at Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
and I will either stay here or come back to old
I . S. N. U. next year. I hold no public office. I
am leaving that job for the nien of my class. My
present weight on the scales is---, well, I
haven't lost any pounds since you last saw me.
I should like to see you all once more and
have a nice chat. If any of you would care to
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write at any time you can reach me by sending
my mail to Vandalia, Illinois. ,

Mabel Louise Griswold completed her
junior year of college work at Illinois College in Jacksonville, Illinois, this past year.
In the letter to her class she said, "Although
I am very well pleased with Illinois College,
I shall always save part of my loyalty for
Normal."
Hugh W. Garnett failed to mention his
approaching marriage when he sent his class
letter, but the announcement of that momentous event will be found under the special news of Degree Graduates. Mr.
Garnett taught in his home town, Paxton,
last year and will return to the same position next year with a slight change in his
schedule. Last year he taught chemistry
and general science ; this year he will teach
chemistry and physics. He uses "Creative
Chemistry" and "Science Service" as supplementary texts and in April he took thirtythree of his students to Decatur, where they
visited the Staley and the Mueller plants.
This is an example of modern methods in
teaching science.
Agnes M. Allen wrote from Camp
Olympus, Estes Park, Colorado, where she
is spending the summer. She says:
While you folks are talking over old times, I'll
be somewhere in Estes Park having my first experience at mountain climbing. So far I am keen
about it, but the morning will probably find my
enthusiasm at a lower ebb. I am combining vacation with a course in field physiography. We
took an eight mile hike this morning. Camp
Olympus is maintained by Colorado State Teachers' College and Classes in Art, Nature Study,
and Geography are regularly held here in the
summer. If any of you don't know how to spend
the summer I recommend this camp for it is inexpensive and you can do whatever you wishclimb Long's Peak and look into four states or
"jest set."

I have enjoyed my year at Colorado State
Teachers' College very much. I expect to receive
my master's degree in August, and at the present
time I think I will be teaching in Denver next
year in the most wonder£ ul new high school
building on the cast side and which will be occupied for the first time next September.
I have had over two hundred students in my
classes this winter. I have taught geography and
industrial history. The first day I faced a class
of seventy-five I felt rather weak anci insignificant, but I am used to them now. They didn't
seem much like classes, but like mass meetings to
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me. There are forty-six members of the graduate school this year-enough to make things interesting and to have a good time together.
Greeley is located in the center of a large irrigated district where the chief crop is sugar
beets. One of the most interesting things I've
done all year was to take a trip through a sugar
factory last fall, where I saw the whole process
of sugar ,naking from unloading the beets to the
loading of the sacked sugar into freight cars.
Colorado State Teachers' College is a larger
school in some ways than old Normal. The enrollment has been about 1,600 all year. Seven
hundred thirty-six pcopt. have received diplomas
or degrees since last J une. · We are quite proud
of our r ecord in athletics this year. We won the
Rocky Mt. Conference Championship in baseball
and got second place in basketball.
One of the things I've noticed so much this
year is the number of people I have met who
have either attended I. S. N. U. or taught there.
Four members of our faculty are graduates, three
members have been on the faculty at Normal and
seven students that I know of have been at
Normal some time in their school careers.
I will be in Greeley until August 27. My address is 1865 11th Ave. If any of you come west
for your vacations, please stop and see me.

DECATUR CLUB BANQUET

The annual banquet of the Illinois State
Normal Associaiton was held in the Staley
Club House on \1/ednesday evening, March
4, 1925.
After a very delicious three course dinner, toasts and addresses were given by
Miss Bess Craw, Miss Margaret Roach, Mr.
Clyde Dawson, Miss Harriet Zoe Connard,
Superintendent Richeson of Decatur, and
Professors Rolley, Staker, and Schroeder _
of Normal. Mr. E. W. Phelps, president
of the Association, presided and Mt. J ohn
Perkins was toastmaster. The main theme
of the addresses was, "Illinois State Normal
University and Its Value."
Although the guests were sorry that
President Felmley was ill and could not be
present, they were delighted to have Professor Schroeder.
Mr. Schroeder gave a very interesting
address, comparing Normal with the other
normal schools of America and expressing
the value of the Senior College in the
Normal University.
Superintendent Richeson voiced his appreciation of the work done by the Normal
graduates in Decatur.
BESSIE LANDRAM, Secretary.

